
Cross-Party Group on St. Andrew’s Day 

Minutes of meeting held at 6pm on 5 June 2019 in Room Q1.04 of the Scottish Parliament. 

 

1. Attendance: Tom Arthur MSP (Convener), Maurice Corry MSP, Pat Kelly (STUC), Anthony 

Horan (Catholic Parliamentary Office), Dave Williamson (Scottish Flag Trust); David Lonsdale 

(SRC); Lorraine Cameron (Provost of Renfrewshire), George Adam MSP, Fiona Anderson 

(Office of Tom Arthur MSP). 

 

2. Tom Arthur welcomed those attending, noted that guest speaker Provost Lorraine Cameron 

was running late. 

 

3. Apologies: Dennis Canavan (secretary), Jalal Chaudry, Eric Milligan, Rev. Neil Galbraith, 

Rachel Hamilton MSP. 

 

4. Minutes of meeting of 20 March 2019: as today’s meeting was inquorate and due to absence 

of secretary, approval of minutes was postponed. 

 

5. Tom Arthur gave an overview of previous meeting, including Ben MacPherson MSP’s 

presentation outlining the St. Andrew’s Day events which the Scottish Government 

supported in 2018.  

 

6. Lorraine Cameron and George Adam joined the meeting at this point.  

 

7. Membership: MSPs, individuals and organisations – Dave Williamson raised the question of 

raising awareness of the CPG and promoting the group to further MSPs and organisations, 

particularly emphasising the collaboration between political parties when doing so.  

 

 

8. Guest Speaker: Councillor Lorraine Cameron, Provost of Renfrewshire. Provost Cameron 

addressed the meeting, outlining Renfrewshire Council’s successful efforts to introduce a 

holiday on or around St. Andrew's Day - which is now in its 10th year. This features educating 

school pupils about the history and traditions surrounding St. Andrew’s Day in the run-up, as 

well as ‘baby ceilidh’ and sports events. It was noted that the events are aimed at school-age 

children. 

 

She discussed initial reluctance and how this was resolved, including meetings with EiS, 

parents and a consultation that was distributed to pupil councils, parent councils, staff and 

trade unions. The results of this consultation were among the documents provided for 

reference. 

 

Action: Tom Arthur agreed to draft a letter to EiS clarifying their position on this matter 

and find out if they would oppose similar holidays in other areas. 

 

9. A discussion then followed surrounding best practice for encouraging uptake of a similar 

holiday in other local authority areas. It was noted that Dennis Canavan may have most up 



to date information on other LAs. David Lonsdale highlighted opportunity for MSPs to 

approach LA councils, perhaps to mark the 10th anniversary of the holiday in Renfrewshire. 

 

10. The discussion progressed to taking the celebration beyond the classroom; making St. 

Andrew’s Day the central point of Scotland’s calendar, and the potential to have it 

commence the winter festival. Also discussed exploring barriers that may be preventing this. 

Tom Arthur suggested a St. Andrews Day pledge with initiatives and schemes LAs could 

subscribe to, or an information pack which could be sent to schools and community forums. 

Dave Williamson highlighted the need to promote this CPG as non-party-political.  

 

Action: It was agreed that the results of Renfrewshire consultation would be used to draft 

up a St. Andrews day survey, which is to be circulated to local authorities along with a 

letter with cross-party support. The survey will collect data on the traditions that may 

already exist surrounding St. Andrew’s Day, as well as the general attitude towards a 

potential holiday. The results will ideally be collated before the next meeting in order to 

discuss next steps.  

 

11. It was agreed that the date of the next meeting will be circulated electronically. Ideally, 

there will be one in September after Parliamentary recess and another in November ahead 

of St. Andrew’s Day itself. Provost Cameron indicated that she would be happy to attend 

future meetings, and could potentially bring representatives from Renfrewshire to discuss 

their St. Andrew’s Day holiday in more detail.   


