
Cross-party Group on St. Andrew’s Day 

Minutes of meeting held on 20 March 2019-03-25 

1. Attendance: Tom Arthur MSP, (Convener ,in the chair), Ben Macpherson MSP ( Minister for 

Europe, Migration and International Development),Ian Sirrell ( Scottish Government), Jordi 

Albareda (Fair Saturday Foundation), Dave Moxham (STUC), Dennis Canavan (Secretary) 

2. Tom Arthur welcomed those attending, particularly guest speaker, Ben Macpherson MP. 

3. Apologies: David Stewart MSP, Maurice Corry MSP, Alison Johnstone MSP, Rachael Hamilton 

MSP, Mark Griffin MSP, Rev. Neil Galbraith, Jalal Chaudry, Ephraim Borowski, Eric Milligan, Pat 

Kelly, Danny Boyle (BEMIS), David Lonsdale (SRC), David Williamson. 

4. Minutes of meeting of  7 Nov 2018 : As today’s meeting was inquorate, approval of minutes was 

postponed. 

5. Membership : Dave Moxham reported that he would represent the STUC . DC reported that 

Archbishop Leo Cushley had appointed Anthony Horan to represent the Catholic Bishops 

Conference of Scotland. 

6. It was agreed to encourage more MSP members, organisations and individuals to join, including 

CEMVO, the Scottish Refugee Council, Interfaith Scotland, Youth organisations, business 

organisations. 

7. Ben Macpherson addressed the meeting, outlining the St. Andrew’s Day events which the 

Scottish Government had helped to organise or support in 2018. Over 100 events had taken 

place throughout Scotland, the biggest ever St. Andrew’s Day programme. The main emphasis 

was on multiculturalism and encouraging people to do a good turn to help others. Events 

included multi-cultural celebration led by BEMIS, a debating tournament in the Scottish 

Parliament and an event at Scotland House, London. For the first time, St. Andrew’s Fair 

Saturday celebrations were held in Scotland, bringing a new international dimension.. 

The programme of events for 2019 was still dependent on some budgetary decisions but details 

would become available later in the year. 

It was noted that Edinburgh Castle was floodlit on St. Andrew’s Day and it was suggested that a 

floodlit Saltire image should be projected on historic buildings at various locations throughout 

Scotland on St. Andrew’s Day 

JA gave a report on St. Andrew’s Day Fair Saturday which included 85 events throughout 

Scotland. The project is spreading to other countries. 

8. There followed a discussion about gaining wider recognition of the St. Andrew’s Day holiday and 

it was agreed to invite the 3 local authorities which have such a holiday ( Angus, Scottish Borders 

and Renfrewshire) to send representatives to speak to the CPG about their experience with the 

hope of encouraging other LAs to follow their example. 

9. TA reported on the Scottish Parliamentary Debate on a member’s motion in his name about St. 

Andrew’s Day and hoped that such a debate would become an annual occasion either on a 

Government motion or a Member’s motion 

10. It was agreed to arrange the next meeting in early June or thereabouts. 

 

 

 

 


