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Cross Party Group on Science & Technology 

Wednesday 8 May 2019 – 6pm 

Committee Room 4, The Scottish Parliament 

 

1. Attendance 

MSPs: Clare Adamson MSP (Convener); Liam McArthur MSP 

Non MSPs: Svea Miesch (ScotlandIS); Sylvia McKay; Craig Denham (RSE); Gavin Donaghue 

(University of Edinburgh); Ritchie Sommerville (University of Edinburgh); Simon Chapple 

(University of Edinburgh); Paul Stuart (RSE); Lis Bardell (MSP Staff); Gareth Williams (SCDI); 

Niall Sommerville (RSC); William Duncan; Keith Seymour (Geological Society); Andrew Mackenzie 

(Physiological Society); Kathleen Hill; Mark Dames (BT Scotland); Alison McLure (IoP); Tommy 

Weir (University of Edinburgh); Katherine Duncan (Microbiology Society) Judy Robertson 

(Edinburgh University) Nick Bibby (SPRE) Firas Khnaisser (Standard Life); Alastair MacGregor 

(SSERC); Steve Wilson (RSE); Robert Elliot (SQA); Philip Knight (Edinburgh Mathematical 

Society); Albert King (Scottish Government); Barbara Adams (Servelec); Stuart Fancey 

(SFC) 

 

Apologies received from: Iain Gray MSP (Deputy Convener); Tavish Scott MSP; Patrick Harvie 

MSP; Finlay Carson MSP. 

 

2. Minute of previous meeting 

The minute of the meeting held on 5 December 2018 was confirmed.  

 

3. Presentation by Ritchie Sommerville on the Data Driven Innovation Programme 

The Data Driven Innovation (DDI) programme wants to make Edinburgh the data capital of Europe. 

The ambition to create a unique, global capability in DDI, opening new areas of work and adding 

economic value. The presentation identified a data skills deficit as a key issue facing Scotland.  

A 2016 BEIS sponsored Science and Innovation Audit identified DDI as the Edinburgh Region’s 

competitive advantage opportunity. It also stressed that Edinburgh needed to scale-up quickly, create 

a public-private-third sector partnership and train 100,000 people to deliver new and up-skilled jobs.  

 

4. Presentation by Simon Chapple on the University of Edinburgh’s Internet of Things Service 

The internet of things (IoT) can be defined as “a network of dedicated physical objects that contain 

embedded technology to sense or interact with their internal state or external environment, connect 

and exchange data.” To develop public trust for IoT, security, privacy and ethics must be correctly 

balanced against power, deployment and maintenance issues. 

The presentation then went on to discuss the CRD Regional Network looking to create unique region-

wide datasets which could be used to spawn new analytics-based research, build practical applications 

and develop new IoT learning. The Network also supports secondary and primary school education by 

enhancing STEM and providing early introduction to data science.  
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5. Presentation by Svea Miesch on the Building a World-Leading AI and Data Strategy for an 

Inclusive Scotland report 

The report set out looking to find out how to harness the potential provided by Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) technologies, and data. This is an important theme as productivity in Scotland has lagged behind 

the growth it was expected to achieve pre-financial crisis. 

Recommendations of the report included: the development on a National Strategy for AI and data; an 

increase in capacity for “enlightened automation”; improve access to funding for Scottish tech start-

ups and scale-ups; integrate guidelines for ethical use of AI and data in Fair Work Action Plan.    

 

6. Discussion / Q&A 

Following the presentations topics were discussed with the speakers and between members of the 

Group including; unconscious bias, ways to make an AI and data strategy truly nation-wide; how to 

make people, and whether they should, be comfortable sharing their data; sustainability; the ethics of 

using data.  

 

7. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Group will be on 2 October 2019 and will be the Annual General Meeting. 

The meeting will be held at Dynamic Earth and will coincide with the James Hutton annual TB 

Macaulay lecture. 

 

8. Any other business 

No additional matters were raised. 

 

Meeting close 8pm 


