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Cross-Party Group in the Scottish Parliament on Palliative Care 
 

Convener Vice-Conveners Secretary 

Bob Doris MSP Miles Briggs MSP  Mark Hazelwood 
 Mark McDonald MSP 

Colin Smyth MSP 
 

 

Approved Minute of Virtual meeting of the Cross-Party Group in the 
Scottish Parliament on Palliative Care  

Wednesday 26 August 2020, 11.00am 

 

AGENDA 

In attendance 

Bob Doris MSP 

Rachael Hamilton MSP 

Mark McDonald MSP 

 

Till Kroeber, Strathcarron Hospice 

Steinunn Boyce 

Claire Walmsley, Marie Curie Edinburgh 

Chris Kidson, PELiCaN 

Catriona Ross, NHS Lanarkshire 

Lorna Porteous, Scottish Primary Care Cancer Group 

Iona Philp, Tayside Palliative & End of Life Care MCN 

Juliet O'Donnell, APCSW and St Columba’s Hospice 

Karen Harvie, NHS Lanarkshire 

Irene Johnstone, Marie Curie 

Sue Hogg, CHAS 

Gail Allan, NHS Western Isles 

Irene McKie, Strathcarron Hospice 

Colette Reid, NHS Lothian 

Bridget Johnston, University of Glasgow and NHS GGC 

Fiona Brown, Pancreatic Cancer Scotland 

Lara Celini, Humanist Society Scotland 

Mark Hazelwood, Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care 

Pauline Ellison, Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care 

Rebecca Patterson, Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care 

Caroline Sime, Scottish Partnership for Palliative Care 

Lorna Stewart 

Kirsty Smith 

Ann Silver, NHS GGC 

Annamarie McGregor, Royal Pharmaceutical Society 

Margery Collin 

Elaine Stevens, International Association of Nurses in Palliative Care 

Bruce Cleminson 

Susanne Cameron-Nielsen, CHAS 

Michelle Church 

Graeme Carswell 

Elaine Colville, Angus Health & Social Care Partnership 

Colette McDiarmid, MND Scotland 
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Bruce High, St Andrew’s Hospice 

Cat Killin, The Ayrshire Hospice 

Rami Okasha, CHAS 

Gill Dickson, PSPA 

Dan Steer, Together for Short Lives 

Donald Macaskill, Scottish Care 

Shona Dickson, NHS Tayside 

Paul Watson, Scottish Ambulance Service 

Deans Buchanan, NHS Tayside 
 

Apologies 

Colin Smythe MSP 

Maureen O’Neill, Faith in Older People 

Pat Carragher, CHAS 

Kate Lennon, St Vincent’s Hospice 

Erna Haraldsdottir, St Columba’s Hospice 

Sheonad Laidlaw, NHS GGC 

Shirley Byron, NHS GGC 
 
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies. 

 

Bob Doris welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced MSP 
colleagues - Rachel Hamilton and Mark McDonald.  A list of 
apologies will be included in the minute of the meeting.  Attendees 
were asked to introduce themselves via the chat function of zoom for 
the purposes of the attendance list in the minute.  
 

2.  Note of meeting from 04 December 2019  
 

The March meeting of the group was cancelled due to COVID-19. 
The previous meeting was held on 4 December 2019, and though a 
useful discussion was held on quality data being gathered in 
England, the meeting wasn’t quorate.  A note of this meeting was 
circulated to the group. 
 

3. Matters arising from Wednesday 04 December 2019:  

 3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homelessness and palliative care 

After the December 2019 meeting, Bob Doris wrote to Jo 
Fitzpatrick, Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing.  The 
letter was referred on for consideration by an existing 
homelessness group co-chaired by COSLA and Scottish 
Government.  SPPC was also working with cross party group 
homelessness expert speakers to develop a brief for the group 
to supplement the letter.  This work was then interrupted by 
COVID-19 and has not yet been resumed.   

ACTION – SPPC will look into the most helpful way of resuming 
this work. 
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 3.2 National Audit of Care at End of Life (NACEL) 

The SPPC has mentioned NACEL in conversation with Scottish 
Government, and SG is aware of the palliative care sector’s 
interest in looking at what can be learned from NACEL and 
taken forward in Scotland.  The issue of measurement of quality 
will be included in SPPC’s work on developing a future palliative 
care strategy 
 

4. Presentation and Discussion: Covid-19 responses and lessons 
for the future. 

The group listened to three presentations: 

 Scottish Hospices’ Perspective 

Irene McKie, Chief Executive of Strathcarron Hospice gave a 
hospice perspective of operating during the lockdown.  (Presentation 
attached) 

 Leveraging best value to best meet need in difficult and 
uncertain times 

Dr Deans Buchanan, Consultant in Palliative Medicine/ Lead 
Clinician, NHS Tayside and Dundee Health and Social Care 
Partnership gave a presentation exploring responses to covid-19. 
(Presentation attached) 

 Bereavement 

Professor Bridget Johnston, Clinical Professor of Nursing, Glasgow 
University & Chief Nurse Research, NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde gave a presentation exploring bereavement during times of 
covid-19 and potential future work.  (Presentation attached) 

Discussion followed making use of the zoom chat function, including 
the following issues:  

• Cross-sector co-operation and support have been hugely 
valued and appreciated and some new ways of working that 
came into being because of the pandemic will continue to be 
useful in the long term.  It is important to learn from 
experiences during covid-19 and protect, nurture and sustain 
what was found to be valuable.   

• Problems may arise in the near future from family-carer fatigue. 

• Certain aspects of new ways of working have been more 
labour and resource intensive, for example more people are 
being visited in their own homes. 

• There is a need for seamless pathways of care for people 
across different settings and an effective (potentially 
integrated) way of funding this. 
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• There is a need for adequate covid testing to be available as 
the number of people requesting tests rises. 

• The importance of flexible regulations to enable appropriate 
access to pharmacy stocks in the coming months, especially 
for care homes.  

• The limitations of virtual services – there aren’t the same 
opportunities to find out about a person’s condition when you 
aren’t in the same room and important signs can be missed. 

• The difficulties of being bereaved without having been able to 
see the person before they died in a time when the usual social 
supports aren’t accessible, and the need for some longitudinal 
work to look at the long-term impacts of this. 

• The need to support and empower communities to provide 
informal support to people who have been bereaved, 
complementary to formal services. 

• Inequalities, including the potential for some people to become 
more excluded due to a reliance on technology, and whether 
specialist palliative care has a role to prioritise energy/resource 
for those with lower support networks/assets versus the 
previous "complexity of need" criteria.  

• The barriers faced by people with progressive long term 
neurological conditions and their need for support with decision 
making. 

5 Any other business 

No further business was discussed. 

6. Confirmed date of next Cross-Party Group meeting 

 The next meeting of the group will take place on Tuesday 22 
September 2020 10am, via Zoom.  The planned topic is Spiritual 
Care.  The meeting will also include the AGM. 

 


