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Minutes of the Cross-Party Group on Learning Disability 

 
Zoom Session 
 
Wednesday 17 March 2021, 1pm – 2:30pm 
 
People who were there 

 

Jackie Baillie MSP (Convener)* 

Joan McAlpine MSP (Deputy Convener)* 

Oliver Mundell MSP  

Jan Savage (ENABLE Scotland)  

Nicole Forsyth (ENABLE Scotland)  

Gary Airnes (ENABLE Scotland) 

Peter Scott (Independent Living Fund)  

John Dalrymple (Radical Visions)  

Emma Congrieve (Fraser of Allander Institute)  

Rob Watts (Fraser of Allander Institute)  

Mike Casey (Garvald Edinburgh) 

Jana De Villiers (The State Hospital) 

Pat Graham (PAMIS) 

Keith Lynch (People First Scotland – supported by 

Caroline Kingston) 

Colin Menabney (ENABLE Glasgow) 

Paul White (ELCAP)  

Nick Ward (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Rob Holland (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Lynnette Linton (ARC Scotland) 

Sam Cairns (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Anette Pyle (Scottish Government) 

Idem Lewis (People First Scotland) 

Sandy Cruickshank (Parent) 

Alan Guild (PAMIS) 

Kenneth Fleming (SCLD) 

Angela Henderson 

Catherine Dempsey (ARC Scotland) 

Lorraine MacKenzie (Parent carer) 
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Vikki Manson 

Camilla McGregor 

Catriona Currie  

Catriona McDougall 

Diane Willis 

Douglas McConachie  

Jack Sinclair 

KerryAnn Colqhoun 

Lauren Duncan  

Lindsay MacIntyre 

Louise Scott 

Marjorie Irving 

Michael Sinclair 

Michelle Munro 

Sandy Stark 

Tammy 

Valerie Campbell  

Jacqueline Campbell 

Andy CAP Video Productions 

Aidan Reid 

Emma Whitney 

Robert McGeachy (Camphill Scotland) 

Michael McEwan (ERDA) 

 

 

 

People who could not come and sent apologies 

Jeremy Balfour MSP  

Sharon Irvine (Cornerstone)  

Gillian Barclay (Scottish Government) 

Brenda Bradley (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Marian McDonald (Garvald West Lothian)  

Susan Weir (Parent) 

Christine McEvoy (Parents group) 

Christopher McKinlay (PAMIS)  

Tom Ritchie (Teens Plus) 
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Louise Scott (Scottish Government)  

Simon Webster (Independent Review of the Mental Health Act) 

Andrew Strong (The ALLIANCE) 

Paul Surgenor (Pagoda PR on behalf of British Psychological 

Society) 

Kelly Cunningham (ELCAP) 

Arron Ashton (Scottish Government)  

Ewelina Rydzewska (SLDO) 

Andy Rome (Independent Review of the Mental Health Act) 

Marjorie Irving (The Usual Place) 

Douglas McConachie (British Psychological Society)  

Steve Robertson (People First Scotland)  

Vivien Jayne (Down’s Syndrome Scotland)  

Catriona Petrie (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Chris O’Shea (Royal College of Psychiatrists) 

Sarah Moreland (Mindroom) 

Maureen Martin (Edinburgh Development Group) 

Melanie Lowe (Scottish Government) 

Nick Hobbs (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland) 

Jason Henderson (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Andrew Fraser (Royal College of Psychiatrists) 

Norma Curran (Values Into Action Scotland) 

Gillian Callander (RCSLT) 

Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 

Alison Johnstone MSP 

Mark McDonald MSP 

Paddy Carstairs (ARC Scotland) 

Sharon Horne-Jenkins (NHS) 

Faye Keogh (Turning Point Scotland) 

Colin McKay (Mental Welfare Commission) 

Alison Roy (Equal Futures)  
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1 Welcome 
 

 

Jackie Baillie MSP welcomed everyone to CPG meeting 

and noted the apologies above.  

 
2 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 

 

 

Minutes from the last meeting were agreed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

•    Independent Living Fund  

    Peter Scott from ILF gave an update.  He said that 

the Review of Adult Social Care has recommended 

that the ILF should be opened to new applicants.  

This was something that the CPG had said should 

happen.  We need to wait until after the elections to 

see what the Scottish Government’s plans will be. 

 

• Learning Disability Commissioner  

Jan Savage from ENABLE Scotland updated that 

two things have happened since the last CPG 

meeting. 

Firstly, more than 1000 people have gotten in 

touch with political parties to ask them to put this 

idea in their manifestos 

Secondly, a bigger conversation has started, and 

there are lots of people who have a learning 
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disability and lots of autistic people involved. Lots 

of us were at a meeting with the Minister for 

Mental Health to talk about it earlier in the week.  

Whilst there are lots of different views on how to 

make this idea work, most people agreed it is 

important to have the voices of autistic people 

and people with a learning disability involved, and 

that there must be a change in leadership.  

 

Idem from People First (Scotland) said they were 

concerned people with a learning disability would 

be overshadowed by Autism.    

 

Sandy Strang said he disagrees as he feels they 

do not need a commissioner. 

 

Sandy Cruickshank said that he wanted to make 

it clear the Assembly had not agreed with a 

Commissioner to speak on behalf of people.  

 

Robert said that because of the recent 

recommendation to build the UN Convention on 

the Rights of Disabled People into Scots Law, 

there might be calls for a Commissioner for all 

disabled people.  
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Jan said that the campaign welcomed all of the 

ideas people have about how to best make sure 

that the human rights of all people who have a 

learning disability are upheld.  She said that the 

Minister has said that the Scottish Government 

will consult everyone on their thoughts about this, 

and this is the right way forward. 

 

• PAMIS 

Jenny Miller said that homes considered as care 

home previously in the pandemic, have changed 

since it has come to visiting being allowed. 

 Supported accommodation is included in care 

homes and housing support is supposed to be under 

the same rules as the general public.  

 

Jackie said further consideration is needed about the 

support available for people being admitted to 

hospital. 

 

• Testing 

Joan updated that she has raised the question about 

the need to extend testing to workers in 

accommodation and home workers. She confirmed 

that Government started rolling out testing in 

January and Parliament says testing is now rolled 
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out to all social care workers, but welcomed 

feedback.  

 

• Mortality rates 

Angela Henderson from Scottish Learning Disability 

Observatory updated on how people who have a 

learning disability are more likely to be affected by 

Covid-19. Results from the study were made 

available in February and Angela will share the link 

to the full detailed report when it is published. Angela 

said the SLDO is now looking at the next wave of 

data for the next phase of the pandemic, following on 

from August 2020.  

 

Lynette thanked Joan for using the data and speaking 

to the First Minister about vaccinations for people 

who have learning disability. 

 

Members of the Cross Party Group shared a round of 

applause about the progress that had been made on 

getting equal access to the vaccinations in Group 6 

for all people who have a learning disability. 

 

• Resource centres and Day Centres 

Lorraine asked if there has been any progress 

with opening resource centres, with PPE in place, 

and getting people back to normality. She said 
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that this is a huge problem for people in 

accommodation missing their centres and 

exercise.  

 

Robert said Camphill Scotland members are 

concerned about these issues and asked 

Lorraine to email him, so that he can link her with 

Emma Walker.  

 

Sandy Cruickshank asked for reassurance that 

now the centres have been shut for so long, 

councils will reopen them and not make the 

pandemic an excuse for shutting them long-term. 

Jackie said we will check on the strategic 

framework to see what it says.  

 

Joan advised that she raised the issue of adult 

resource centres during Parliamentary Debate on 

16th March, as she has been receiving lots of 

concerns from parents whose children are not 

accessing the centres. Joan said it is about an 

ideology that some people think centres are not 

appropriate, as everyone should be using Self 

Directed Support. Joan said that for some people, 

resource centres are what is best.  
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Government has continued to give local 

authorities money for the services, and so there 

are questions about where that money is going. If 

the Minister is going to redesign services with 

COSLA, everyone should be involved in 

consultation. Joan said there is a responsibility on 

charities representing people with learning 

disabilities, to represent all people who have 

learning disabilities.  

 

Jackie suggested we write to the Minister to flag 

this as an issue, and ask her to take a watching 

brief over local authorities.  

 

Robert asked if there would be merit as part of 

the legacy paper in ensuring the next Health and 

Sport Committee takes review of the provision 

available through day services going forward. 

Jackie confirmed we will follow this up in the next 

session.  

 

Draft learning disability and autism Transition 

Plan 

Anette Pyle and Jacqueline Campbell gave 

update on progress with the new plan. 

Jacqueline said the plan is due to go back to 

COSLA Health and Social Care Committee on 
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19th March. There have been additional 

discussions with People First and autistic 

people’s organisations, which have been fed back 

into the elected members on COSLA board 

 

There is a plan to publish immediately following 

19th March, ahead of the election period.  

 

Aims of the Plan: 

1. Make sure everyone is working together to 

make things better.  

2. Make sure that things happening locally are 

given as much attention as national things. 

3. Make sure that people with lived experience 

decide what is most important and that these 

get done first. 

4. Make sure things are agreed and get done, 

and if not, we know why not.  

Jacqueline confirmed that lived experiences have been at 

the heart of all conversations that have been had, and 

have to be an ongoing, integrated part of work. Everyone 

is clear about level of involvement. Any involvement of 

individuals should be valued and supported and 

compensated the same as professionals. People are 

keen on existing models, such as National Involvement 

Network.  
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Jacqueline raised an issue with learning disability and 

autism and the joining up of policy work. Autistic people 

are concerned that the work they have done over many 

years to stress their differences will be undermined. 

People are unable to get support at local level if they 

have autism but do not also have a learning disability.  

However, there was also agreement and 

acknowledgement that a joint space for collective 

discussion would have some value.  

 

Jacqueline said that we need to join up and bring national 

and local delivery together with charities and People 

First, to find solutions together. Everyone is clear that we 

want to see change and human rights must be at the 

heart of that.  

 

Joan asked if Jacqueline could address the issue of day 

services and asked what is being done to communicate 

with people who have moderate or severe learning 

disabilities. Joan said that people in the middle don’t get 

heard and asked what government is doing to engage 

them. 

 

Sandy said everyone has different points of view and 

wanted to make clear that the Assembly has autism and 

people with learning disabilities together. He does not 
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see the distinction and his organisation want to challenge 

this – why are we going backwards and not forward?  

 

Jacqueline said day services will be a topic of discussion 

for Social Work Scotland’s meeting. There are difficulties 

where services are building-based as there are Covid-19 

challenges in getting them open. There must be an 

understanding of the mix of ways people need support. 

Health Improvement Scotland has some pre-Covid work 

with Health and Social Care Partnerships (HSCP) on this 

issue, and Anette said iHub is working with 8 HSCPs, 

funded by Scottish Government social care policy 

colleagues, around how HSCPs can better meet the 

needs of people with learning disabilities who use day 

services. They will be working with HSCPs in redesigning 

but also engaging nationally and locally with individuals, 

organisations and parent carers – it is important that 

people have a choice in what their service looks like. 

Anette will ask contacts to speak to CPG.  

 

Joan said redesign means getting rid of day centre 

buildings – have People First and family carers been 

consulted? Jacqueline said iHub is progressing best 

practice and innovative solutions with pre-Covid work 

looking at experiences and good things that have 

happened to discuss with HSCPs. She confirmed there is 

no formal redesign process of day services.  
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Mike Casey said he has not heard anything about a 

review, and seen no terms of reference on Health 

Improvement Scotland. Edinburgh HSCP is 

communicating that services must change, which is a 

concern for families. 

 

Jenny Miller was involved with iHub and said individuals 

are making decisions. Jenny said that it is important 

family carers and everyone involved in services are 

included, but this is not the reality.  

 

Jacqueline will go back to iHub and social care about 

how this should be taken forward, and get information 

that can be shared with the CPG. Jacqueline will return 

with an update.  

 

Fraser of Allander Institute  

Emma Congreve and Rob Watts updated on supporting 

opportunities for adults who have a learning disability in 

Scotland. They have published two new reports on the 

website and shared the links on the Zoom chat. Emma 

advised that the recently published Feeley Review looked 

at issues specifically for adults with learning disabilities.  

 



14 
 

Emma said they have election briefings around issues of 

social security for people who have a learning disability 

with easy read election briefings and podcasts.  

 

Rob updated on a report they have published on the 

employment landscape for people who have learning 

disabilities in Scotland.  The report is about creating more 

inclusive workplaces and removing structural barriers that 

exclude many people from the labour market. This is a 

priority in Keys to Life and an area where outcomes don’t 

appear to have improved. The challenge for policy 

makers and employers is to replicate success at scale. 

 

Rob said employment outcomes are poor – employment 

rate is below 10% for people who have a learning 

disability, compared with mid-40s for general disabled 

population. There are aims to half the gap by 2038, which 

Rob said is unlikely to meet without improving support for 

people. There is a lack of disaggregated data and 

employment outcomes for people who have learning 

disabilities.  

 

The report shows if people have the right support in 

place, they can make a positive contribution, and 

employers and society both benefit.  
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Rob highlighted the journey of individuals and supported 

employment models of lasting success, which is evidence 

they want to present and replicate. Both Project Search 

and Breaking Barriers have positive outcomes of keeping 

a job, growing and developing. What make them work, is 

that both schemes offer specialist support to the 

individual and the employer. 

 

As pandemic unfolded, many organisations changed the 

way they work so jobs are more flexible. If more agile 

working becomes the norm, there should be opportunity 

to provide more inclusive working environments. Rob 

said that meaningful progress is not something 

Government alone can deliver, all stakeholders need to 

take active steps to create more inclusive labour.  

 

Idem raised concerns around low-income, working-class 

parts of society who experience discrimination and could 

benefit cuts, and asked how this is going to be 

counteracted. 

 

Emma said that discrimination is there and there needs to 

be more positive conversations about social security, how 

this is a human right to support when you need it. Emma 

said the Fraser of Allander wants Scottish Government  

to think about how they use their devolved powers over 

benefits in the next Parliamentary session.  
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A New Way Home report 

John Dalrymple updated on the recent report that has 

been published through the Centre for Welfare Reform 

and Citizen’s Network. Context of the publication is the 

hospital closure programme and the Coming Home report 

in 2017, which said there are at least 700 fellow citizens 

without a home, living away from home, and 

recommended that efforts should be made to help people 

come back home.  

 

John said the Feeley report is now an important back up 

to the principle that community living is a desirable way 

forward.  

The main points of A New Way Home are:- 

- Compass – we need to remember these are adults 

with equal value and human rights which are 

undiluted and the same as everyone else. 

- Route home – path to leave location and get back to 

locality. 

- Destination – person-centred planning and self-

directed support. 

- Road map – service-design and housing 

specification. 

- Passport – ensuring there are serious commitments 

and guarantees associated with assisting people 

with coming back home and not just a pilot project. 
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- Accountability – professional accountability as social 

workers or health workers in ensuring that this 

practice no longer persists. There is also societal 

and political responsibility.  

John said we need to ensure there is no primitive thinking 

that some people don’t need their own homes – this is a 

call to arms to ensure everyone commits to bringing this 

to an end.  

 

Andy Stark said there should be one support plan all the 

way through an individual’s life, and this should be 

pushed to government. John agreed and noted that 

during transitions in people’s lives there are lots of 

discontinuities and people’s stories get lost.  

 

Sam spoke about previous cases of people who have 

learning disabilities being ‘shut away’ in institutions and 

queried where these people have lived for the past 30 

years since closures. Sam said it is important to listen to 

what individuals want, especially if they have little or no 

connection back to previous neighbourhoods. John 

agreed there will be exceptions, but in most cases, there 

will be a family/community waiting on the individual.  

 

Michelle welcomed the report, in particular keeping 

people central, and thanked John and Frances Brown for 

this piece of work. 
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Jackie said she and Joan have written to the Cabinet 

Secretary about short life working group and distribution 

of the £20m Change fund. They have not had a response 

yet but will chase.  

 

Cross Party Group Legacy 

Jackie confirmed that the CPG can count on the 

commitment of all the MSPs on the group to continuing 

this CPG in next parliamentary session.  

 

She said that the Secretariat had made a draft Easy 

Read report of all the things we have worked on at the 

CPG, and all the things we still need to do.  This will be 

our Legacy Report. 

 

On behalf of the Secretariat, Jan said she has sent a link 

to the legacy report.  She said that people’s voices are 

getting stronger and we want that to continue into the 

next session of parliament. Jan invited feedback on the 

report by email and said ENABLE Scotland would 

circulate the final version. 

 

Jan said that in the next session it would be good to keep 

working on:- 

- The new keys to life plan; 

- Fraser of Allander research and what it is telling us; 
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- Coming Home report and how we move it forward with 

the right sort of progress; 

- Social care review and what it will mean for people who 

have learning disabilities; and  

- Day centres.  

- Employment 

- Health Inequalities 

Jan said health inequalities data is very distressing 

and we need to do something about it.  

 

On behalf of the CPG, Jan thanked MSP members for 

this session and Jackie as Convenor and Joan as Vice 

Convenor in particular, especially for their support 

during the Covid-19 pandemic.  They have been great 

champions for people’s human rights, and their joint 

letter, the parliamentary questions and the debates in 

Parliament over the last few months have been 

excellent. 

 

James McNab and Idem Lewis – Idem said Covid-19 has 

highlighted the inequality experienced by people who 

have a learning disability. Idem said that people who 

have a learning disability should be included in planning 

and decision making to allow informed choices and 

support to live the life they choose. Idem thanked the 

CPG for all the work over the past few years.  
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Jackie thanked Joan McApline MSP, Oliver Mandell MSP 

and the ENABLE Scotland secretariat, stating that this 

has been the most well attended and productive cross 

party group. 

 

Jackie closed the meeting by quoting Idem: ‘listen to us, 

we are the experts, change can happen when we work 

together’.  
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