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Minutes of the Cross-Party Group on Learning Disability 

 
Committee Room 1, The Scottish Parliament 
 
Wednesday 11 February 2020, 1pm – 2:30pm 
 
People who were there 

 

Jackie Baillie MSP (Convener)* 

Joan McAlpine MSP (Deputy Convener)* 

Gillian Barclay (Scottish Government) 

Brenda Bradley (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Mike Casey (Garvald Edinburgh) 

Jana De Villiers (The State Hospital) 

Sally Ann Elfverson (ENABLE Glasgow) 

Pat Graham (PAMIS) 

Ewan Hamilton (Values Into Action Scotland) 

Sharon Irvine (Cornerstone) 

Marjorie Irving (The Usual Place) 

Vivien Jayne (Down’s Syndrome Scotland) 

Frances Macdonald (Edinburgh Development Group) 

Douglas McConachie (British Psychological Society) 

Nicole Forsyth (ENABLE Scotland) 

James McNab (People First Scotland – supported by 

Caroline Kingston) 

Colin Menabney (ENABLE Glasgow) 

Steve Robertson (People First Scotland) 

Jan Savage (ENABLE Scotland) 

Nick Ward (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Rob Holland (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Lynnette Linton (ARC Scotland) 

Catherine Dempsey (ARC Scotland) 

Jeremy Balfour MSP 

Sam Cairns (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Roger Watt (Scottish Government) 

Sonya Bewsher (Values Into Action Scotland)  
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Franck David (People First Scotland) 

Marian McDonald (Garvald West Lothian) 

Sandy Cruickshank (Parent) 

Christine McEvoy (Parents group) 

Christopher McKinlay (PAMIS) 

Pat Graham (PAMIS) 

Susan Weir (Parent) 

Alan Guild (PAMIS) 

Karin Heber (SASW, Scottish Association of Social Work) 

Tom Ritchie (Teens Plus) 

Louise Scott (Scottish Government) 

Kenneth Fleming (SCLD) 

Emma Reilly (The Huntercombe Group) 

Shona Cardle (Glasgow Children’s Hospital Charity) 

Sarah McClarey (Salvesen Mindroom Centre) 

Paul Surgenor (Pagoda PR on behalf of British Psychological 

Society) 

Kelly Cunningham (ELCAP) 

Brendan Nisbet (Scottish Government) 

Arron Ashton (Scottish Government) 

 

People who could not come and sent apologies 

Paul White (ELCAP) 

Simon Webster (Independent Review of the Mental 

Health Act) 

Andrew Strong (The ALLIANCE) 

Ewelina Rydzewska (SLDO) 

Andy Rome (Independent Review of the Mental Health Act) 

Catriona Petrie (North Lanarkshire Advocacy) 

Chris O’Shea (Royal College of Psychiatrists) 

Sarah Moreland (Mindroom) 

Jenny Miller (PAMIS) 

Andy Miller (SCLD) 

Michael McEwan (ERDA) 

Maureen Martin (Edinburgh Development Group) 

Melanie Lowe (Scottish Government) 
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Leanne Keegan (Community Integrated Care) 

Nick Hobbs (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland) 

Jason Henderson (National Autistic Society Scotland) 

Andrew Fraser (Royal College of Psychiatrists) 

Norma Curran (Values Into Action Scotland) 

Gillian Callander (RCSLT) 

Arun Chopra (Mental Welfare Commission) 

Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP 

Alison Johnstone MSP 

Mark McDonald MSP 

Oliver Mundell MSP 

Paddy Carstairs (ARC Scotland) 

Sharon Horne-Jenkins (NHS) 

Faye Keogh (Turning Point Scotland) 

Lorraine MacKenzie (Parent carer) 

Robert McGeachy (Camphill Scotland) 

Colin McKay (Mental Welfare Commission) 

Alison Roy (Equal Futures)  
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1 Welcome 
 

 

Jackie Baillie MSP welcomed everyone to the meeting 

and noted the apologies above.  

 
2 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 

 

 

Minutes from the last meeting were agreed, with the 

amendment that it should be Steve Robertson rather than 

Stevie as it is written in the minutes.  

 

• Mental Welfare Review  

Recommendations came from the Mental Welfare 

Review that a learning disability is not a mental 

disorder.  

 

Scottish Government are reviewing all Mental Health 

Law in Scotland. 

 

Steve Robertson updated that People First were happy 

with the recommendations but that a new law should 

protect the rights of the learning disabled. The current 

recommendations still leave room to be detained 

without a fair trial and for decisions to be made about 

them.  

 

Jana De Villiers from Royal College of Psychiatrists 

said that the law society forensic network had 
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3 Keys to Life Update  
 

 

Gillian Barclay from Scottish Government introduced the 

National Performance Framework and the Keys to Life 

strategy.  

 

Jackie Baillie asked about the 10 year strategy for Keys 

to Life, we are 7 years in. What progress had been made 

in the updated strategy which was ‘slimmed down’ for 

responses to the recommendations. Joan McAlpine 

asked for an easy read version of this as it is important 

to hear these.  

 

 

• In safe hands? 

This ENABLE Scotland campaign was talked abou tin 

a members debate in parliament in February. 

 

Guidance to record instances of restraint and 

seclusion is still voluntary and not statutory.  

 

 

• Social Care Reform 

This would be a good idea for a future update. We will 

invite the government group to a future meeting.  

 

The Incapacity Act is being reviewed and is continuing 

to suggest Guardianship. Gillian Barclay shared this 

review will not be completed in this year. 



6 
 

focus due to lack of achievement in full strategy. Gillian 

shared that the Keys to Life Leadership Group are 

working on monitoring progress and will pull together a 

table and framework which will be shared in due course. 

The review will be shared by the end of the year.  

 

Jackie asked when the Government will start working on 

the new strategy. Gillian updated that the old strategy 

doesn’t end when a new one begins.   

 

Coming Home Report was completed by Dr Ann 

McDonald from Glasgow University. Glasgow University 

are now offering a Masters in Positive Behavioural 

Support which 20 students are completing. They are 

also working on an Open Access Course.  

 

Jackie asked for an update on the work from the Coming 

Home Report. Gillian shared there had been good 

practice in Moray and Glasgow but it was slow progress 

and there were no new numbers. Jackie asked if new 

numbers would be counted and Gillian said no. The 

Scottish Government wrote to each Local Authority and 

received 31 responses from 32 Local Authorities. These 

will be shared at the next meeting. 

 

Gillian gave an update on SCLD. She shared that they 

have secured funding to support annual health check 
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based on results from a pilot in Glasgow. The Scottish 

Government have said aside £1 million which will begin 

in 2020/21 with a small scale Test for Change followed 

by a pilot in 2021/22. Gillian will come back to the Cross 

Party Group when they have a fuller plan. 

 

Colin Menabney from Enable Glasgow shared that he 

was involved in the original pilot and it was a worthwhile 

piece of work. Gillian shared that we need further pilots 

to test in different areas including primary care and GP 

contracts. The Learning Disability Nurses framework will 

have to expand.  

 

Jackie Baillie asked for an update on Employment which 

is highlighted within Keys to Life. Gillian shared that 

evaluations have been happening particularly in 

Supported Employment and she will invite colleagues 

from the Employability team to share these at a future 

meeting. 

 

Pat Graham from PAMIS asked about the guidelines 

from Social Work around funded carers in hospital. 

These guidelines say that if someone is in hospital then 

their paid carer isn’t entitled to be paid to care for them. 

Even if Social Work highlighted that 1:1 care is needed 

and this can’t be offered in hospital this still isn’t allowed. 
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The reason given by social work is that acute hospitals 

are not in the HSCP. 

 

Joan McAlpine said that there was no right for the carer 

to travel in the ambulance with them and no 

understanding of their right to be at the hospital.  

 

Gillian will speak to PAMIS directly and feed back to the 

Cross Party Group. 

 

4 People First Scotland propose a new law 
 

 

Steve Robertson and James McNab from People First 

Scotland introduced the new law People First Scotland 

are proposing.  

 

This new law will replace people with learning disabilities 

and autism being included in the Mental Health Act as 

mentally disordered. They don’t feel people with learning 

disabilities are treated well under the current law and 

that their rights can be taken away. These rights include 

the right to a relationship, to live where they choose and 

the right to a fair trial.  

 

Sandy Cruickshank asked about Guardianship under the 

new People First law. Steve shared that Guardianship 

would be abolished for supported decision making which 

is not a the expense of legal capacity. 
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People First Scotland are meeting the Petitions 

Committee of Scottish Parliament on 19th of March. They 

have put together a detailed case. A copy was shared 

with Jackie Baillie and an electronic copy would be 

shared with the secretariat to be shared with the Cross 

Party Group.  

 

 
 

5 Anything else? 
 

 

Marian McDonald from Garvald West Lothian raised a 

concern that from 2021 people will no longer be allowed 

to come from abroad to work in Scotland. These people 

bring a lot of skills and learning and have already 

stopped committing to coming to work in Scotland which 

will greatly reduce residential care provision.  

 

Social Care depends on people travelling from outside of 

the UK, Marian asked how we can influence immigration 

policy.  

 

Sandy Cruickshank shared that in Edinburgh more 

students are having to be recruited as EU workers are 

lost which will increase the social budget which must be 

built into care plans. 
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We are waiting for the UK Government to release the 

Immigration Bill which works on a points-based system.  

 

The percentage of vacancies has raised to 48% in some 

places. Jackie asked for these facts and figures to be 

shared with the Secretariat.  

 

Jackie Baillie suggested we write to UK Ministers 

copying in Scottish Ministers. If a sectoral approach is 

taken then Health and Social Care needs to be 

considered. Progress will be updated in the May 

meeting.  

 

Sam Cairns from North Lanarkshire Advocacy raised 

that Access to Advocacy is included in the Social 

Security Bill. The tender for this is now closed which 

stated people with Intellectual Disabilities are only 

entitled to Instructed Advocacy. This Tender required 

organisations to apply for the contract, deliver the hours 

and then bill for service by hours in arrears. He is 

concerned that the only organisations able to tender 

would be multi-agency deliverers.  

 

Sam will share the information with Jackie Baillie who 

will decide how to proceed with it.  
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Jan Savage from ENABLE Scotland raised that 

Coronavirus is having a serious impact on Social Care 

Support. No Easy Read guidance came from the 

Government so ENABLE Scotland created their own 

which will be shared with the Cross Party Group.  

 

There is a further impact on Social Care providers 

affording the sick pay element created through the virus. 

Jackie Baillie suggested that we create a letter on this.  

 

Sonya Bewsher from Values Into Action Scotland shared 

that LDAS had closed. Scottish Government were 

supportive of The Assembly which has now been 

adopted by VIAS. 

 

 

Jackie said the next meeting would be on Tuesday 13th 

May at 1pm. 

She thanked everyone for coming and taking part and 

closed the meeting.  

 


