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Cross-Party Group on Human Trafficking Meeting 

MSP Sponsors: Rhoda Grant MSP 

Convenor of the Cross-Party Group on Human Trafficking 

Date/Time & Venue 

6.15 pm, Wednesday, 7th of October 2020 

Virtual Zoom Meeting

 
Attending: Apologies: 
 
Rhoda Grant MSP 
Andy Wightman MSP 
Kate Fry, Office of Rhoda Grant MSP 
Wojtek Krakowiak, UN House Scotland 
Gari Donn, UN House Scotland 
Jurin Katayama, UN Association St Andrews 
Alex Franiek 
Anna Donald, Scottish Government 
Anushya Kulupana, JustRight Scotland 
Chris Ringland, Office of Rhoda Grant MSP 
Darryl Dixon, GLAA 
Fil Capaldi, Police Scotland 
Emma White, Restore Glasgow 
Gordon Smith, Scottish Government 
Graeme Marshall, Scottish Guardianship Service 
Hana Shono, UN House Scotland 
Iain Whyte 
India Daniels, Edinburgh Medical School 
Jane Stewart 
Janet 
Janice Wilson 
Jim Laird, Inverclyde HSCP 
Joy Gillespie, SOHTIS 
Katie Lang 
Laura Wood, Glasgow Anti Slavery Group 
Louise Gleich, CARE for Scotland 
Mariah Kelly, Engender 
Moira Mckinnon 
Natalina Clark, Scottish Government 
Pat Black, UN House Scotland 
Paul Rigby, University of Stirling 
Rabiya Ravat, Migrant Help 
Rebecca, RGU 
Shairi Bowes, Scottish Women’s Convention 
Sheila Murie 
Shoba Galloway, Scottish Government 
Stephen Newton, Migrant Help 
Steve Rawbone 
Bushra Iqbal 

 
Patricia Byrne 
Margaret Mowat, SI Scotland South 
Bronagh Andrew, TARA 
Alexa Anderson 
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1. The meeting was opened. 

2. Minutes of 19th February were adopted. 

3. Andy Wightman MSP was elected as the Co-Convenor of the CPG. 

4. An overview of the Annual Progress Report and Review of the Trafficking and 
Exploitation Strategy published at the end of May - Gordon Smith, Scottish 
Government Human Trafficking Team, & Shoba Galloway, Scottish Government 
Child Protection Policy 

a. Presentation 

- Extensive consultation included:  
- Stakeholder Forum 
- Online survey 
- Meeting of the Strategic Oversight Group 

Full-day session involving the Action Area Groups and Child Strategy 
Trafficking Group 

- One-to-one interviews with key partners 
- Inputs form victims and survivors 

- COVID-19 had an impact on the consultation process which had to be limited and 
adjusted. 

- Highlights from Third Annual Progress Report 
- Guidance for healthcare workers 
- Local authority guidance 
- Training delivery 
- Increased funding for TARA & Migrant Help 

- increase in funding is connected with rising numbers entering NRM 
- Duty to Notify consultation 
- Development of a Police Scotland human trafficking call type 
- FLEX project 
- The consultation on the roles and responsibilities of the Independent Child 

Trafficking Guardian.  
- The Scottish Government commissioned research on the routes into 

trafficking in Scotland by University of Stirling which was published on 16 
October 2020.  

-  Strategy Review - conclusions 
- Progress has been made. Efforts to further improve will continue 
- Should a new Strategy be published? 

- The Strategy remains fit for purpose in the short term 
- The Cabinet Secretary for Justice has committed to developing a 

revised Strategy when this can be done effectively 
- What changes are needed in a new Strategy? 

- Further consideration of the gendered aspects of human trafficking 
and exploitation. 

- Child trafficking, including child criminal exploitation 
- Focus on longer-term outcomes for victims 
- Continuing to build awareness and deepen policy links 
- COVID-19 recovery 
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- COVID-19 Update 
- Survivor support 

- Support was maintained during the lockdown in spring 2020 
- TARA & Migrant Help provided targeted COVID-19 support 
- accommodation options were expanded and efforts were made to 

make it sustainable for self-isolation 
- Funding & Digital Access 

- Scottish Government provided additional funding toward increasing 
access to digital devices. 

- These efforts were made in collaboration with service providers and 
COSLA to alleviate digital connectivity issues for victims, including 
access to electronic devices to assist with remote support. 

- Children and young people were a priority due their heightened 
vulnerability, and Scottish Government provided to help tackle digital 
exclusion amongst these young people including £25 million in grant 
funding to local authorities for the provision of digital devices for 
children and young people under the age of 18 who are attending 
school and further £5 million through the Scottish Funding Council for 
young people in Further or Higher Education.  

 

b. Q&A 

Rhoda Grant MSP - In the process of reviewing the Strategy, what considerations and plans 
were made regarding the efforts to raise awareness of the general public? 

Gordon Smith - This was an important consideration. Currently, there are plans to develop 
communications for business around plans to change the requirements of Transparency and 
Supply Chain legislation and a public facing media campaign on human trafficking and 
exploitation more generally. 

Emma White - For everyone’s information, Restore Glasgow provides online training on 
awareness-raising. 

Rhoda Grant MSP - Is there any indication as to when the new Strategy will be published? 

Gordon Smith – I’m unable to confirm a timescale at the moment but it is important to note 
that the review found the Strategy remains fit for purpose in the short term. Work to develop 
a new Strategy will be consulted on extensively.  

 

5. Information on the impact of COVID-19 on HTMS - Darryl Dixon, Head of Single 
Enforcement Body Programmem Gangmasters and Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA) 

a. Information 
- Apart from a short initial period, GLAA was fully operational during the lockdown. 
- Concerns during the lockdown: 

- businesses organised themselves to employ more workers, predominantly 
from Romania, Bulgaria, and Ukraine 

- GLAA contacted them to express concern and raise awareness of the 
possibility of abuse 

- GLAA’s inspections had an additional COVID-safety aspect 
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- it was observed that there were cases where COVID safety standards 
were not adhered to 

- Hand car washes were closed during the lockdown. There is very little 
information regarding the situation of the workers that were employed by 
these businesses 

- GLAA investigated this issue  
- there have been COVID-19 outbreaks directly related to certain business 

activities 
- Leicester’s case was widely present in the media 

- a task-force was created to discuss possible approaches to 
this and similar future cases 

- GLAA has powers to investigate certain cases 
- However, in Leicester’s case e.g., GLAA could not enter the premises 

because the business operated in a sector that is not within GLAA’s 
powers. 

- In such cases, GLAA can enter only with the consent of the business 
owner but it is rarely given. 

- Should there be a single enforcement body? 
- discussions and consultations on this topic were largely brought to a halt due 

to elections and the pandemic 
- the consultation response is hoped to be published in October 
- GLAA has a gap when it comes to its powers, including in Scotland 
- GLAA hopes that these powers will be more unified  
- It would be beneficial if GLAA had powers of entry and there was a better 

information flow between agencies 
- GLAA is a part of ongoing consultations with colleagues in Scotland and 

Northern Ireland 

 

b. Q&A 

Rhoda Grant MSP - Has the lockdown led to more or less labour exploitation? 

Darryl Dixon - There is not enough data at this point. Information is still being collected. The 
textile industry is one example where some business operations were conducted in unsafe 
conditions. 

Joy Gillespie - Could you provide information on online recruitment during the lockdown? 

Darryl Dixon - GLAA has cooperated with European colleagues in this area. There were 
cases involving Polish workers. There was also a case of a Romanian company doing online 
recruitment of Bulgarian workers exploiting the transnational loopholes to charge workers-
fee. This remains a complicated area where more insight is needed. Internet providers do 
have a role to play in efforts to prevent this way of exploitation. 

Joy Gillespie - SOHTIS carried out research on online recruitment. SOHTIS would be happy 
to have a more detailed conversation about this with GLAA representatives. 

Joy Gillespie - Should the reporting go through Modern Slavery Helpline or go directly to 
GLAA? 
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Darryl Dixon - 25% comes through Modern Slavery Helpline. MSH can be a more ‘rich’ 
source. In general, anonymity and imprecise information are a problem when it comes to 
reporting. 

Mariah Kelly - Could you share more insights regarding the gender and the sexual 
exploitations aspects of HT? 

Darryl Dixon - GLAA does not have powers to investigate sexual exploitation. It has powers 
to investigate domestic servitude in England and Wales but these cases constitute a 
relatively small proportion of all cases.  

Rhoda Grant MSP - Does GLAA investigate nigh-club operations? 

Darryl Dixon - GLAA’s powers in this sector are limited. 

Fil Capaldi – Police Scotland did conduct three operations to combat sexual exploitation. 
The way in which this sector operates is changing. Sites like onlyfans.com are becoming 
more popular. On the one hand, sex exploitation can be more visible. On the other, it is often 
very hard to tell which cases involve sex exploitation and which do not.  

Laura Wood - Regarding reporting and the MSH, what kind of information GLAA is looking 
for from the public? 

Darryl Dixon - This is a complicated issue as the encouragement to find information is not 
desired. In general, the basic information about the workers is crucial - who/where they are, 
what means of transportation have been used, etc.  

Joy Gillespie -  SOHTIS is happy to provide training to groups like Laura’s. 

Bushra Iqbal - During the pandemic, has there been more exploitation of migrants and 
asylum-seekers?  

Darryl Dixon - Immigration is not covered by GLAA’s powers. In terms of labour abuse, a 
relatively large proportion of cases involve EU-migrants who generally have a right to stay 
and work in the UK. 

Stephen Newton - Most trafficking victims go through the asylum route. 

 

5. AOB 

DONM - AGM on 25th November 2020  


