
 

 

 
 

Cross Party Working Group :  
The Future of Scottish Football 

 
25 February 2019 

 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 

 
Minutes 
 
Present:  Fulton MacGregor (Convenor), George Adam (MSP), Stacey Adam (MSP Staff), Calum 

Beattie (SPFL), Neil Campion (Scottish FA), Danny Bisland (Scottish FA), Edward Corson 
(MSP Staff), Malcolm Dingwall-Smith (Sportscotland), Paul Goodwin (Scottish Football 
Supporters Association), David McArdle (Scottish FA), Stuart McCaffrey (Scottish 
Football Partnership), Sheena McCulloch (MSP Staff), Fiona McIntyre (Scottish 
Women’s Football), Iain McMenemy (Stenhousemuir FC), Paul McNeill (Scottish FA), 
Gavin Michie (Scottish Women’s Football), Ann Quinn (Scottish FA), Nicky Reid (SPFL 
Trust),  Sandy Riach (SDSA), Louise Stutt (SDS) 

 
Apologies: Jeremy Balfour (MSP), Simon Barrow (SFSA), James Dornan (MSP), Maurice Golden 

(MSP), David Hamilton (Scottish Government), Michael McEwan 
  
 
1. Welcome and Introduction 

 
Fulton MacGregor opened the meeting and welcomed those present.     

 
2. Cross Party Working Group – AGM 

 
 The AGM was held and the following agreed: 
 

• Convenor – Fulton MacGregor MSP nominated by George Adam MSP and seconded by 
Paul McNeill 

• Depute Convenors – George Adam, MSP and Jeremy Balfour, MSP nominated by Fulton 
MacGregor MSP and seconded by Paul McNeill 

• Secretary – Ann Quinn (Scottish FA) nominated by Fulton MacGregor and seconded by 
Edward Corson, MSP Staff. 

 
 There followed a discussion on the Registration Form and in particular the revised main aims 

of the Group which were: 
 

1. To create a platform with key stakeholders, to discuss how football (and community 

football clubs) can help support the population being more active, linked to the overall 

National Active Framework.  

 

2. To highlight and promote the ‘Value of Football’ and how local communities using the 

Scottish FA/UEFA SROI work to help influence Government Policy. 

 



 

 

3. Affordability – To debate and make recommendations on the issues of affordability for 

local community clubs accessing facilities. 

 

4. Accessibility (Community) – To debate and make recommendations on the issues facing 

local community clubs in relation to the accessibility of local facilities (for example, 

Schools lets, Community Asset Transfer)   

 

5. Accessibility (National) – To debate the accessibility of all Scottish football stadiums, 

highlighting best practice and make any suitable recommendations. 

 

6. To create, a platform that highlights best practice in Scottish Football, which will enable 

the game to be driven forward at a national, grassroots and community level.  

 Nicky Reid felt that number 1 should be expanded as it needs to be more of a catch all rather 
than just supporting the population to be more active.  Paul agreed to change this to “…. 
support the population to meet the requirements of the Scottish National Performance 
Framework”. 

 
 Fulton asked if there were any other changes from the group and it was agreed that the above 

change would be made and this would be the aims for the coming year. 
 
  
3. Minutes and Update from Previous Meeting 

 
There were two minor changes to the minutes of the previous meeting which were agreed and 
will be changed.    Following those changes, the minutes were proposed by Fulton MacGregor 
and seconded by Paul McNeill. 
 

 
4. Presentation from the SPFL Trust 

 
Nicky Reid gave a presentation on the work of the SPFL trust to the Group. 
 
Nicky talked about the five key priorities: 
 

• Health 

• Inclusion 

• Attainment 

• Capacity Building 

• Promotion & Lobbying 
 

Nicky emphasised the good work that football does for society and the opportunities that we 
have to grow the game which benefit society as a whole.  Nicky felt it was important to share 
this message and focus on this rather than the negative issues which dominate the press. Fulton 
thanked Nicky for her presentation and asked for any questions.    
 
George Adam agreed that it was important to get this presentation in front of as many people 
as possible to show that football can be the solution and not just the problem.  He felt it was 
important for politicians to get into a mindset where they understand the potential in football 
to not only, deliver national outcomes in terms of participation in sport, but in health and justice 
as well.     



 

 

 
Fulton suggested that the group consider a MSP day of action where we set a date for MSP’s to 
visit their local clubs and Nicky confirmed that they would be happy to facilitate this.  Nicky also 
said they would welcome the chance to present at any other cross party working groups and 
parliamentary receptions in order to get this message of opportunity across. 
 

5. Presentation from SDSA 
 

Sandy Riach gave a presentation on Accessibility in Scottish Football for supporters and 
spectators with disabilities.     He talked about the legislation surrounding this and also the 
current issues facing clubs both inside and outside the ground, as well as the barriers to 
improvement.   
 
Sandy told the group that 2nd-10th March 2019 was the CAFÉ (Centre for Access to Football in 
Europe)’s week of action. 
 
Fulton asked for questions and comments.  Stacey Adam felt that stewarding was an issue with 
stewards not having enough knowledge or information on how to deal with disabled 
supporters.     
 
Sandy discussed the issue of parking at stadiums; where the parking was far away from where 
the supporter enters the stadium or where there is no parking close the ground or even a drop 
off point for disabled supporters.   He felt more could be done here. 
 
There was also a discussion surrounding older stadiums and the requirement for them to be 
access friendly.  Whilst new build stadiums have disabled access as a priority it is much harder 
to retro fit older stadiums.   Stuart McCaffrey pointed out that this is an issue, not only for 
football, but for other sectors and that perhaps a solution was not always available however 
clubs like St Mirren and Partick Thistle have made good improvements on this front.  Sandy also 
cited Cove Rangers as a Club who has changed their seating to flexible seating in order to 
accommodate wheelchair users and believes that smaller changes can make a big difference. 
 

6. General Discussions 
 
 Nicky asked about whether we should widen out membership of the Group and it was agreed 

that any nominations to join the Group should be sent to Paul McNeill in the first instance. 
 
7. Future Actions 
  
 Paul McNeill informed the Group that he is putting together a calendar of activities and asked 

everyone around the table if they had any events in the future to provide him with details.  This 
will be made available to the Group. 

 
 There was also a feeling that we should be promoting the good news stories of football to a 

wider audience and taking topics to other cross party working groups for deliberation. 
 
 Nicky suggested that we prioritise relevant topics and create a timeline to the end of the year 

of how to deliver on these and George Adam agreed that we need goals and targets as a group 
to measure our effectiveness.    It was agreed that the Group would feedback to Paul McNeill 
on this.    

 



 

 

 
8. Next Meetings 
 
 A doodle poll will be issued to diarise future meetings.  A Wednesday evening in the Scottish 

Parliament seemed to be the preferred option. 
 
 
9. AOCB 
 
 Fulton informed the group that he had been contacted by the press for his comments on the 

recent press stories on sectarianism as they were aware this group was meeting.     There was 
a discussion amongst the group on the current situation regarding supporter behaviour with 
various opinions on how to deal with this.   However Fulton put to the Group that this was not 
the forum to deal with this topic and would issue a statement to the press outlining what the 
aims of this Cross Party Group. 

 
 Fulton also informed the group that there was to a football match at Falkirk on 22nd March 

between Scottish FA/McDonalds vs Scottish Parliament.     There was a suggestion that we 
should tie in an awareness raising session as this Event and Paul McNeill agreed to look into 
this. 

 
 Fulton informed the group that Amnesty Scotland had been in touch regarding a Refugee 

Awareness Programme they are running.   Paul McNeill informed the Group that the Scottish 
FA is also involved in that area.  Fulton will send on the details to Paul to action. 
 


