
Minutes of the Cross-Party Groups on Co-operatives  

7 October 2020 12.30 – 1.15 pm 

Online 

 

CPG Members in attendance 

James Kelly (MSP), Johann Lamont MSP, Monica Lennon MSP, Claire Baker MSP 

 

1. Welcome and introduction 

James Kelly MSP (CPG Convener) opened proceedings and welcomed attendees.  

James then introduced the new policy report ‘Revive and Thrive: Why co-ops are 

pivotal to a fairer, stronger Scotland’. He then gave an overview of some of the great 

work of Scottish co-ops during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

2. Policy recommendations from report 

James Wright (Co-operatives UK) have an overview of the six recommendations 

being made to Scottish Government in ‘Revive and Thrive’: 

1. New programmes to help people explore and adopt pivotal co-op models 

2. Programme to help people use co-op models to retain or replace livelihoods in 

face of lay-offs and business closure 

3. Provide specialist business support to help existing co-ops thrive  

4. More support for community shares, including institutional match investment  

5. Support a new generation of co-op development specialists  

6. Support pivotal co-op models in community wealth building, with more 

community-led economic development 

 

3. Experience of Scottish co-ops  

Three of the co-ops featured as case studies in the ‘Revive and Thrive’ report 

(Crunchy Carrot, GreenCiity Wholefoods and West Whitlawburn Housing Co-

operative) talked about their experience of COVID-19 and their aspirations for how 

co-ops could feature in a ‘build back better agenda 

 

4. Next steps 

It was agreed that Jams Kelly MSP would seek a debate in Scottish Parliament on 

the role of co-ops in building back fairer and stronger from COVID-19. James Wright 



(Co-operatives UK) suggested that the immediate focus here should be the proposal 

to use co-op to retain or replace livelihoods in face of lay-offs and business closure. 

 

5. Land and Building Transaction Tax   

Following the Westminster Government’s decisions to grant housing co-operatives a 

relief from a higher rate of Stamp Duty Land Tax, James Kelly MSP gained the 

permission of his CPG colleagues to enquire as to Scottish Government’s plans to 

make similar changes to Land and Building Transaction Tax.   

 

 

 

  


