
 

MINUTES, SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT CROSS PARTY GROUP ON 
CHRONIC PAIN ZOOM MEETING JUNE 15, 2020. 

 
 

This meeting’s chair, Monica Lennon MSP, welcomed all, and 
thanked patients and professionals for a big response. 
 
Most of the meeting concerned questions to Jason Leitch, 
Scottish Government National Clinical Director, who is "in 
charge of patient safety and patient centred care”.  Questions 
to him were voiced by chronic pain patients and carers. 
 
There was general concern that the meeting was not given 
answers, especially as he had asked for questions in advance 
so he could better prepare answers. A patient summed 

up: "General disappointment with Jason Leitch responses which 
appeared removed from reality and were at times patronising”. 

The group put a fair bit of effort into preparing questions.  But 
most responses did not directly address the issues raised. 

These were disturbing testimonies of suffering in modern 
Scotland, before Covid as well as during it. A patient told of 
gross delays in treatment leading to two suicide attempts, 
before Covid. There’s still no explanation as to why, during 
lockdown, things were allowed to become so bad some 
desperate patients had to seek costly treatment in 
England  they couldn’t afford.  There was tragic testimony from 
a mother on how her adult son had to endure hundreds of miles 
round trips to England  and pay for pain relief.  It was the only 
way not to let his small children see him in terrible pain.   Jason 
Leitch thought then that clinics may begin opening again in 
weeks.  (Six months later, many patients are still without clinic 
help) 

There was discussion about the Patient Reference Group 
proposed by the Government to be organised by the charity 



they fund, the Alliance for Health and Social Care. This 
proposed panel has had only one preparatory meeting on 
February 27, 2020, none since.  18 CPG members attended, 
about 7 from the Alliance and elsewhere. More have been 
recruited by the Alliance but we don’t know who they are. 
 
There were objections to the concept of patients being kept 
separate from the National Advisory Committee on Chronic 
Pain (NACCP) and the fact that only two patients were to be 
selected for the committee itself. 
 
The CPG had not been told how the panel could work, and 
some members said it was not, as claimed, a “co-production” 
as Govt and the Alliance had already agreed. Irene Oldfather of 
the Alliance was present and said the Alliance was willing to 
work alongside the CPG and others. The CPG secretary said 
patients had to know what they were joining, which wasn’t 
clear. The Alliance’s  problem to overcome was that they were 
Government funded and had been on the NACCP three times 
without sign of combatting proposals that many patients found 
negative. The CPG still hasn’t been informed how the Panel will 
work. 
 

 
ACTION POINTS 
 
The meeting agreed “Health care plans should not be in secret” 
and was anxious that there was still no sign of openness about 
the NACCP which is to be “reviewed” but no sign this will end it 
meeting privately, excluding scrutiny by public and media, or 
alter radically the set up of ten officials, no independent patients 
and charities confined to those who receive Government 
money - the Alliance, Pain Concern, Versus Arthritis and the 
Pain Association. 

It was agreed that the Conveners write to the Scottish 
Government expressing serious concerns and urging 
openness.  (Letter sent) 



Agreed that we must have a proper National policy, openness 
and stop claiming all were decisions by Boards. 
 
We also must know the details of the “patient reference group” 
and why it is being kept separate from the National Advisory 
Committee and how many patients will be on the Committee, 
which currently has four charities, all in receipt of Scottish 
Government money. (We’ve asked but still have no information) 
 
The Voluntary secretary was also to compile further views of 
patients. 
 
She also continues her attempt to gain suicide risk help for 
some pain patients from the experts and will report soon. 
 
Attendance: 

MSPs: Monica Lennon (chairing) Rona Mackay, Miles Briggs, 
Tom Mason, 4 

Non MSPs: Patients, health professionals & public: 

Geraldine McGuigan, Vicky Bulman, Ian Semmons, Action on 
Pain, Kathleen Powderly, Mary Kelly, Kathleen Robertson, 
David Caulfield, Rob McDowall, Welfare Scotland, Anne Marie 
Diamond, Lauren Bennie, Jenny Gow, Irene Logan, Irene 
Loudon, Janice Woodburn, MT Walker, Amber Welsh, Chris 
Bridgeford, Affa Sair, Arlene Byrne, Marion Scott, Lynn Laidlaw, 
Paulo Quadros, Rona Agnew, Nan Black, Fiona Robinson, 
Christine Macdonald, Janice Connelly, Councillor Soryia 
Siddique, Dorothy-Grace Elder, Linda Mawson, Laura Clark, 
George Welsh, Frances Boyle, Carla Kaspar, Dr Jackie 
Mardon, Catherine Hughes, Carrick Welsh, Anne Hughes, Mary 
Craig, Dr Kirsty Proctor, Steve Kent, Marion Butchart, Mike 
Grant, Fiona Manclark, Donna Philp, Evan Cameron, Anita 
Stewart,  Carolyn Chalmers, Jason Leitch. Senga Grant (49), 
53 in total 



 

 


