
Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Brexit - 30th January 2018 

6.00 p.m. in Committee Room 2 of the Scottish Parliament 

 

The CPG held a discussion based meeting with focus groups facilitated by YouthLink 

Scotland.  A summary of the key themes and issues discussed appears below.   

Those in attendance were as follows:- 

 

Apologies were received from:  

Tavish Scott MSP 

 

1. PARTICIPATION 

 The groups thought young people had been increasingly vocal since the EU Referendum about their 

priorities but they didn’t have the sense they were being listened to by decision makers. On the 

other hand, some young people felt their opinion didn’t matter and had lost interest or said that 

their day to day lives were complex and challenging enough that they didn’t have the energy to 

worry about Brexit. Young people thought that those negotiating on Brexit should read and 

incorporate the documented views of young people , such as the report produced in collaboration 

with LSE and My Life My Say. 

Some of the young people present thought Brexit was scary as they had never lived in a UK that 

wasn’t a member of the EU. 
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http://www.lse.ac.uk/media@lse/research/ABetterBrexitforYoungPeople/A%20Better%20Brexit%20for%20Young%20People.pdf
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Some young people commented on who has been engaged in the Brexit process so far. There was a 

feeling that consultations only reached those already engaged. Young people representing Haggeye 

felt young people with disabilities aren’t engaged, thus increasing inequality. Young people 

suggested that decision makers should go to where young people are, rather than expecting young 

people to go to them. An example given was of MSYPs conducting successful constituency surgeries 

in McDonald’s.  

Young people compared the political engagement during the EU Referendum campaign to the 

Scottish Independence Referendum. They felt that the Independence Referendum galvanised young 

people more because it felt like it would have an impact on their life. The issue of feeling distant 

from Westminster and decisions made there. Young people had the impression that the Scottish 

Parliament seemed more eager to engage with young people than the UK Parliament. SYP is pushing 

for stronger links between MSYPs and MSPs. Closer relationships with help involve more young 

people meaningfully in the Brexit process and wider politics 

Access to reliable information was a major issue for the young people present. They felt that there 

was a lot of misinformation and it was difficult to know which sources to trust. Without sufficient 

information, they didn’t feel confident enough to participate in engagement activities. Young people 

felt TV news didn’t cover issues they cared about or didn’t cover those issues in an accessible way.  

Young people spoke about using the internet, in particular social media, to gain information and as 

an option to consult with young people. Some young people thought there had not been much 

information online to date on Brexit. The immediacy and accessibility of information, as well as 

being able to hear different sides of arguments were seen as positive aspects. Young people 

presently use YouTube to get information on Brexit. The young people were aware that there was a 

danger of creating an echo chamber within social media and a challenge in identifying fake news. 

The suggestion was made to have one website from the government where all information on Brexit 

is kept. 

Young people raised the importance of youth work and youth work practitioners in relation to 

engagement. The key issues young people are generally engaged in are local authority issues. There 

was a feeling by some that local authorities were overlooked as key decision making spaces. 

Additionally, cuts to local level services impact young people’s decision making as youth work 

support not present. Youth workers present said they had either been unsure how to talk to young 

people about Brexit or had explicitly been told not to. There was a concern from academics that 

youth work was being de-politicised and that this would be to young people’s detriment.   

 

2. RIGHTS 

Young people varied in their opinions on the human rights risk to Brexit. Some young people felt that 

healthcare, education, net neutrality, social justice, housing, freedom of movement, workplace 

rights and the rights of non-UK EU citizens were at risk. Others felt confident that a Brexit deal would 

be struck and that would mitigate any impact on rights.   

The discussions came to have a focus on the rights of others, in particular those who are not UK 

citizens, asylum seekers and refugees. There was a feeling that those young people did not know 

what their rights were, how to access information on their rights, or how to realise them. Young 

people said this unknown was causing them a considerable amount of stress and fear.  



In relation to healthcare, the European Health Insurance Card was raised by a few young people as 

particularly important.  

The Brexit manifesto produced by the Scottish Youth Parliament, ‘Rights at Risk’, is focused entirely 

on young people’s rights. This was drawn from their consultation with young people across Scotland. 

Young people questioned whether the rights young people currently have in Scotland are good 

enough. The incorporation of the UNCRC into Scots Law was raised as a solution. The importance of 

youth work in supporting young people in relation to human rights was raised. 

 

3. MOBILITY 

Participation in Erasmus+ was the most significant issue for the young people present. This was in 

relation to studying, training and volunteering abroad, as well as to incoming Erasmus+ students or 

projects. One example given was of Erasmus+ students volunteering as leaders at youth work 

summer camps. Young people expressed sentiments of losing something if the UK did not continue 

to participate in Erasmus+. They felt it took away opportunities and career options and that they 

needed to re-assess their options.  

Identity was also discussed amongst the groups. Young people said they identified most with 

Scottish identity, followed by British and then European, if at all. Young people felt they didn’t 

identify with a European identity because they were not taught about European issues or history in 

school. They did feel more political education was important, even after Brexit as the EU will 

continue to impact the UK.   


