
 

 

The Cross Party Group on Accident Prevention and Safety Awareness  
Friday 26th February 2021 

10.00 am to 12.00 noon, online via Webex  
 

Focus on: Reflection (before dissolution) 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Welcome:                                                   
 
 

The Group Convener, Clare Adamson MSP, was unable to attend the first part 
of the meeting.  Liz Lumsden, Secretary, chaired until the Vice Convenor, 
Maurice Corry MSP joined.  Mr Corry then took over the Chair but asked Liz to 
progress with the Agenda.  
 
Liz noted that the meeting was being recorded for Minute purposes but if 
anyone was uncomfortable, they could turn their video off. 
 
Liz highlighted the staff change within RoSPA in that Carlene McAvoy had 
moved to a promoted post and is now the Leisure Safety Manager for the UK. 
Jen Foley has joined RoSPA to carry out the role of Home Safety Officer. Clare 
thanked Carlene for her input to the meetings and wished them both all the best 
in their new roles. 

 
2. Present and apologies 

 
A list of those present and apologies received is included as Appendix One to 
these Minutes.    

 
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 
The Minutes were agreed as an accurate record of proceedings, proposed by 
Brian Topping and seconded by Mark Lilley. There were no matters arising. 

 
 

4. Headlines Newsletter  

 
Liz spoke about the Headlines Newsletter.  Liz highlighted the contents and 
thanked those who contributed to this edition. A copy will be circulated along 
with the draft Minutes of this Meeting. 

 
5. Presentations:  (when available, and where appropriate, all presentations will 

be uploaded to the RoSPA website at https://www.rospa.com/about/Around-
the-UK/Scotland/Cross-Party-Group ) 
 
a)  Dr Martin McKechnie, Consultant in Emergency Medicine, NHS Lothian, 

and the National Clinical Lead for the Scottish Trauma Network which is part 
of NHS National Services Scotland:  Mr McKechnie spoke about the work 

https://www.rospa.com/about/Around-the-UK/Scotland/Cross-Party-Group
https://www.rospa.com/about/Around-the-UK/Scotland/Cross-Party-Group


 

 

of the Scottish Trauma Network (STN). The STN was established in 2017 
and its aim is continual improvement in quality and safe care for the 
traumatised patient, across the five facets of trauma care, from Prevention 
to Rehabilitation and Major Incident Planning. Mr McKechnie reported that 
the STN needs to establish a good grasp on accident prevention and hoped 
that links could be made through this Group. 

 
 

b) Pitch Presentations 

 
1. Neil Greig is Director of Policy and Research IAM RoadSmart, and also 

Chair of the Road Safety Scotland Publicity Advisory Group and a 
member of Transport Scotland’s Road Safety OPG.  At a UK level Neil 
is also a member of the Older Driver Task Force. Neil spoke about older 
driver on-road assessments. Neil hopes that the work that they have 
done in Warwickshire can be replicated in Scotland. He recognises that 
a one-hour driving assessment is not going to improve driving but can 
highlight potential problems. 
 

2. Bill Harley is a Project Officer for Safer Communities at Fife Council and 
spoke about child safety in the home. Since 2005 Fife Cares have been 
undertaking home safety visits and normally undertake in excess of 500 
visits per year. For the past year they have had to tailor their approach 
as they found that the child safety service was needed more than ever 
due to the increased time spent at home. They have moved to a 
telephone advisory service and continue the delivery of the home safety 
equipment into homes. Bill highlighted the need for this flexible approach 
when working in the field of preventing unintentional injuries. 
  

3. Kathy Jenkins is the Secretary of Scottish Hazards which is a part of the 
Partnership on Health and Safety in Scotland.  Kathy highlighted the 
need for a Scottish Occupational Health Service, which was one of the 
key recommendations in the Scottish Government’s Health and Work 
Strategy Review Report in 2019 but has since lost momentum due the 
COVID pandemic. Kathy urged that this work be resurrected to establish 
a single integrated national occupational health service. 
          

4. Mark Lilley is a Paediatric Major Trauma Co-ordinator at the Royal 
Hospital for Children in Glasgow.  Marks’ first pitch was entitled ‘Power 
hungry kids’. This centred on the increase in injuries he has seen 
following children’s ingestion of button batteries. These have resulted in 
significant life-changing events for these children. Mark and his team 
have focussed on developing robust management protocols for dealing 
with these injuries when they present at hospital but Mark’s hope is that 
through awareness-raising these types of injuries don’t present at all and 
a more stringent way of reporting where these batteries are used can be 
developed.                 
 

5. Mark Lilley further delivered a pitch presentation entitled ‘Is it about the 
cyclist?’ The increased use of bicycles during lockdown saw a large 



 

 

increase in children presenting with cycling injuries. Mark recognised the 
need for increasing cycle safety, with broad-spectrum re-education of all 
road users. 
 

6. Carlene McAvoy is RoSPA’s Leisure Safety Manager and talked about 
Public Rescue Equipment. Carlene stated there is a lack of evidence to 
support how useful this equipment actually is and more work is needed 
to prove or disprove its effectiveness. Carlene further explained that 
there is an initiative available (Smart Buoy) which uses wifi tracking to 
show when a piece of rescue equipment (e.g. a lifebuoy) has been 
removed from its dock. This initiative requires further funding to realise 
its full potential.  
 

7. Dr Karen McDonnell is the Occupational Health and Safety Policy 
Adviser with RoSPA and a Member of the Sleep Council Advisory Board. 
Karen spoke about fatigue in work and how it is an under recognised 
hazard in the workplace. Karen highlighted the need to capture data 
surrounding fatigue in work and how she is working with people around 
the world on the subject. Karen appealed to the Group for their 
approaches and insights surrounding the subject of fatigue and advised 
a position paper would be circulated with the Minutes. 
 

8. Jane Campbell Morrison is the Chair of Scottish Adventure Activities 
Forum and the Scottish Outdoors Consortium. The title of Jane’s pitch 
was 'Getting Children Outdoors Safely'. Jane highlighted the importance 
of getting children outside to help with their mental and physical health 
but also noted that there is a requirement to ensure organised activities 
are safe for children through the development of a non-statutory scheme. 
Jane sought the chance to talk about this at length at a future CPG. 
 

9. Ali Perry is Head of Prevention and Protection for the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service. Ali highlighted a campaign the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service has developed in response to an increase in fire deaths 
seen since the start of 2020. SFRS analysed the data and identified 
those at risk lived alone, are over 50, and had mobility issues and 
possibly used medical oxygen at home. This high risk group were further 
identified as being hard to reach. He sought the personal and 
professional help of Group members to identify these at-risk individuals 
and refer them for a home fire safety visit. Further information will be 
circulated. 

 

10. Katrina Phillips is the Chief Executive of the Child Accident Prevention 
Trust and spoke further about the dangers of button (lithium coin cell) 
battery ingestion, particularly at UK level. Katrina highlighted the need 
for an industry standard for these products and there is a task force 
looking at the development of this as well as adding warnings to 
packaging. Katrina stressed that the issue is very much on the radar of 
the Office for Product Safety and Standards but everyone should raise 
awareness surrounding this issue. 
 



 

 

 
6. Question and Answer session 

 
There was a great deal of interest in Martin’s presentation with discussions 
and questions relating to items such as Occupational Diseases, RIDDOR, 
opportunities to work with SFRS, the need for detail on products causing 
injuries and the use of the Labour Force survey. 

 
Maurice Corry MSP spoke about the power of public petitions and how these 
really can facilitate change. He also thanked Carlene McAvoy for her work on 
water safety in Scotland. 
 
Cherie Morgan from Play Scotland spoke about the importance of getting 
children playing outside and ensuring that all play spaces are made and kept 
safe. Cherie spoke about their manifesto (available here) also facilitating 
connections between children and nature and welcomed collaboration with 
any members present at today’s meeting. 
 
Chris Bell highlighted the benefits of using the NWS Alert system and Liz 
advised that Willie Clark from NWS was keen to deliver a presentation about 
this at a future CPG meeting. 
 
Neil Greig asked Kathy Jenkins about whether driving for work is included in 
the Scottish Occupational Health Service being developed. Kathy confirmed 
that it absolutely is included and is recognised as a crucial aspect of the 
overall package of Occupational Health and Safety in Scotland. 
 
Gregor Steele of SSERC posted a link to advice surrounding battery use in 
primary science - tinyurl.com/sserc-batt 

 
Brian Topping asked a question about Scottish local authority collaboration 
and communication in developing a water safety policy. Carlene McAvoy 
noted that things are moving in the right direction and have definitely 
improved over the past two years. A big increase has been seen in local 
authorities looking at water safety in their areas and it is important that this 
remains on their agendas going forward. 
 
 

7. Survey 
 
Liz highlighted that the Minutes of the Meeting would contain the link below to 
complete the survey on the usefulness of this session of the CPG and urged 
members to take part. 

Click here to complete survey  
 

8. Meeting close 

 
Maurice Corry MSP thanked all those who attended and for the presentations 
provided. Special thanks were given to Clare Adamson MSP for her active role as 

https://www.playscotland.org/resources/print/PS0035-Play-Scotland-Manifesto.pdf?plsctml_id=20797and%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=iCdmSQvBQEmgyF4Bb8KNGJ3jUzvu_6ZMt2DuVGiRXBpUQUVFQ0hJR1FBRklFSUg0SDBYQU04STVURS4u


 

 

Convenor of the Group over the last eight years. Gena Falconer expressed her 
appreciation of being able to attend the CPG meetings online.  Maurice hoped that 
the members would get back to meeting in person soon. Further information 
regarding the re-formation of the Group and the date of the first meeting in the new 
Parliamentary session will follow in due course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix One - Attendees 
 
MSPs 
 
Clare Adamson   Convenor 

Maurice Corry   Vice Convenor 

 

Members 
 
Michael Avril   Water Safety Scotland 

Christopher Bell  SCOTSS 

Josh Box   SCSN 

Jim Brown   SWITCH 

Stan Brown    ACCS Safety 

Mike Callaghan  COSLA  

John Craft   Advice Direct Scotland 

Scott Darroch  Gas Safe Register 

Jim Dorman   St Andrews First Aid 

Laura Erskine  RNLI 

Gena Falconer  Highland Council 

Alison Gilhooly  Scottish Trauma Network 

Una Goodwin  Fife Council 

Neil Greig   IAM 

Sarah Jones    HSE 

Bill Harley   Fife Council 

Sheena Harper  RLSSUK 

Kathy Jenkins  Scottish Hazards 

John Johnston  TechnipFMC 

Gillian Kelly   Fife Council 

Caroline Lawrie  SGN 

Roger Lewis   Lion Safety 

Mark Lilley   Safety Advocate 

Sylvia Mackay  Safety Advocate 



 

 

Carlene McAvoy  RoSPA 

Karen McDonnell  RoSPA 

Martin McKechnie  Scottish Trauma Network 

Jan Miller   UWS 

Cherie Morgan  Play Scotland 

Robbie Morris  TechnipFMC 

Jane Campbell Morrison SAAF 

Andy Murray   Canoe Scotland 

Alasdair Perry  SFRS 

Katrina Phillips  CAPT 

Bob Rajan   HSE 

Carolyn Reid   ScORSA 

Dave Roy   Kingdom Housing Association 

Konstantina Scott-Barrett RCPCH 

Gregor Steele  SSERC 

Norman Stevenson  Safety Groups UK 

Allan Thomson   Central Training Services 

Shannon Todd  Technip FMC 

Brian Topping  Safety Advocate 

Liz Young   Safety Advocate 

 

In attendance 

Jen Foley   RoSPA (Minutes) 

Elizabeth Lumsden  RoSPA (Secretariat) 

Sarah Ogilvie  Scottish Government 

Alistair Taylor   Parliamentary Assistant to Clare Adamson MSP 

Andrew Tromans  RoSPA 

 

 

 



 

 

Apologies 

Brian Auld   The Church of Scotland 

Mark McDonald MSP 

Robert Atkinson  Healthy Working Lives 

Willie Clark   NWS 

Lynn Hill   Fife Council 

Andy Howat   NHS Dumfries and Galloway 

Martin Hunt   Tartan Silk Public Relations 

Duncan Spiers  Safety Advocate 

Lynn Young   Scottish Government 


