
CROSS-PARTY GROUP ANNUAL RETURN 
 

NAME OF CROSS-PARTY GROUP 

Cross-Party Group on Scottish Horseracing & Bloodstock Industries 

DATE GROUP ESTABLISHED (the date of establishment is the date in this 
parliamentary session that the Group held its initial meeting, where the office bearers 
were elected and not the date that the Group was accorded recognition. All Groups 
should hold their AGMs on, or before, the anniversary of this date.) 

26th October 2016 

DATE OF MOST RECENT AGM 

30th October 2018 

DATE ANNUAL RETURN SUBMITTED 

1st November 2018  

DATE OF PRECEDING AGM [this date is required to aid clerks in verifying that 
the most recent AGM has taken place within 11-13 months of the previous 
AGM] 

21st November 2017 

GROUP MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 

Please provide details of each meeting of the Group including the date of the meeting, 
a brief description of the main subjects discussed and the MSP and non-MSP 
attendance figures. 

Details of any other activities, such as visits undertaken by the Group or papers/report 
published by the Group should also be provided. 

6th March 2018 (Present: 3 MSPs; 12 non MSPs)  
Update from Richard FitzGerald, Chief Executive & Director of Racecourse Media Group 
(RMG), the umbrella organisation for 37 racecourses which hold an interest in Racing UK 
GBI Racing (international betting shop/digital service) and Racecourse Data Company 
(licensor of Pre-Race Data). Those 37 racecourses, through Racecourse Media Services, 



also hold an interest in Turf TV, the betting shop service which is broadcast in more than 
10,000 premises. 
 
19th June 2018 (Present: 3 MSPs; 9 non MSPs) 
Update from Eleanor Boden on Scottish Racing’s Community Engagement.  The five 
racecourses in Scotland have a social responsibility to engage with their local communities, 
and Eleanor will outline the diverse projects being undertaken from work with the elderly, 
with young people and with those from disadvantaged backgrounds.   
Gambling Legislation Reform.  The DCMS announced that maximum stakes on Fixed Odds 
Betting Terminals (FOBTs) are to be reduced from £100 to £2, to reduce the risk of 
gambling-related harm.  The impact for the racing industry following this announcement was 
discussed.   
 
30th October 2018 – AGM (Present: 2 MSPs; 7 non MSPs) 
Update on Racing’s Education and Training Strategy.  The Racing Foundation is planning to 
implement sustainable programmes that improve awareness of the opportunities within 
horseracing as well as train and retain committed racing professionals within Scotland. 
 

MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Please provide names and party designation of all MSP members of the Group.  

• Miles Briggs MSP – Con  

• John Scott MSP – Con  

• Rachael Hamilton MSP – Con  

• Neil Bibby MSP – Lab  

• Mark Griffin MSP - Lab 

• Richard Lyle MSP – SNP 

• Tavish Scott MSP – Lib Dem  

 

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

For organisational members please provide only the name of the organisation, it is not 
necessary to provide the name(s) of individuals who may represent the organisation 
at meetings of the Group. 

Individuals 
 

Organisations • Scottish Racing  

• Association of British Bookmakers  

• Racing Together  

• Racing Welfare  

• The Scottish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

• World Horse Welfare  

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 



Please provide names for all office bearers.  The minimum requirement is that two of 
the office bearers are MSPs and one of these is Convener – beyond this it is a matter 
for the Group to decide upon the office bearers it wishes to have. It is permissible to 
have more than one individual elected to each office, for example, co-conveners or 
multiple deputy conveners. 

Convener Miles Briggs MSP 

Deputy Convener Neil Bibby MSP  

Secretary 
Scottish Racing  

Treasurer Scottish Racing  

FINANCIAL BENEFITS OR OTHER BENEFITS RECEIVED BY THE GROUP 

Please provide details of any financial or material benefit(s) received from a single 
source in a calendar year which has a value, either singly or cumulatively, of more 
than £500.  This includes donations, gifts, hospitality or visits and material assistance 
such as secretariat support.  

Details of material support should include the name of the individual providing support, 
the value of this support over the year, an estimate of the time spent providing this 
support and the name of the organisation that this individual is employed by / affiliated 
to in providing this support. 

Groups should provide details of the date on which the benefit was received, the value 
of the benefit and a brief description of the benefit. 

If the Group is not disclosing any financial information please tick the box to confirm 
that the Group has considered the support received, but concluded it totalled under 
the threshold for disclosure (£500).  
 
 
 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGED BY THE GROUP 

Please provide details of the amount charged and the purpose for which the 
subscription is intended to be used. 

n/a 

CONVENER CONTACT DETAILS 

  
✓ 



Name Miles Briggs MSP  

Parliamentary 
address 

 
M2.15 
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh   EH99 1SP 

Telephone number 0131 348 5945 

 


