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Social enterprise in lockdown: Stories of resilience 

 
Just like charities and small businesses, social enterprises have felt the full force of the 
pandemic and lockdown economy. 
 
There are many inspiring stories of resilience, creativity and adaptation, as well as 
cases of survival and indeed closure. 
 
What has really happened on the ground and in our local communities? How have 
social enterprises changed their services to shift to a digital world? What challenges 
have they faced? What new solutions have been discovered? 

 
This CPG meeting will be focused on the reality facing social enterprises across 
Scotland and offer learning and solutions - to help inform MSPs as they debate social 
enterprise support and development going forward. The meeting will also be our 
AGM. 
 
Please have a read of some of these before the meeting: 

Social enterprise solutions in a time of crisis feature 

The role of social enterprise in a wellbeing economy feature 

Social Enterprise Reset report 

Short film of case studies from the Digital Showcase 2020 

Adapting to Change - brochure of case studies 

 

https://socialenterprise.scot/social-enterprise-solutions-in-a-time-of-crisis/
https://socialenterprise.scot/the-role-of-social-enterprise-in-a-wellbeing-economy/
https://senscot.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Report-SE-Reset-1.pdf
https://vimeo.com/475037886
https://socialenterprise.scot/cms/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Adapting-to-Change-Showing-resilience-and-agility-to-support-communities-during-a-pandemic-Social-Enterprise-Scotland-Covid19-Response-Brochure.pdf


Share your views about the CPG on Twitter now and on the day using: #SocEntCPG 
and #SocEnt 

 
Agenda 

 
12:30 Login to Zoom meeting (a weblink will be sent to all attendees before the 
meeting). 
 
12:35 Networking. 
 
12:50 Introduction by CPG Convener, Tom Arthur MSP and AGM business. 
 
13:00 Stories of resilience - presentations from social entrepreneurs: 
 
Emma Soanes, Unity 

Neil Matheson, Atlantis Leisure 

Liberty Bligh, The Libertie Project 

Katy Holt and Louise Hastie, Movement Evolution 

 
13:40 Questions and discussion. 
 
14:00 CPG meeting ends. 
 
If you need further information or have questions please email: 
duncan.thorp@socialenterprise.scot 

 

 
Cross-Party Groups (CPGs) provide an opportunity for members of all political parties, 
outside organisations and members of the public to meet and discuss a shared interest 
in a particular cause or subject. The Cross-Party Group (CPG) on Social Enterprise in The 
Scottish Parliament is Scotland's social enterprise policy forum. You can see details of 
the group, MSP involvement and the external member list etc. on The Scottish 
Parliament website here. 
  
Purpose of the group 

● To give Scottish social entrepreneurs a strong, united voice and help them 
influence policy-making 

● To pro-actively raise awareness and understanding of social enterprise among 
MSPs and the public 

● To help drive forward the growth and success of the social enterprise economy 
in every community 

● To increase the role of social enterprises in designing and delivering public 
services 

mailto:duncan.thorp@socialenterprise.scot
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/social-enterprise.aspx


● To open up private sector business opportunities to social enterprises 

● To tell the inspiring stories about the human and environmental impact of 
social enterprises 

Background to the Social Enterprise CPG 

Social Enterprise Scotland was the founder of and secretariat to the previous CPG on 
Social Enterprise that ran in Parliamentary Session 4. 

The CPG had a high level of engagement and turnout. It discussed issues of 
importance to MSPs, our society and economy, including: public service reform, local 
government and social enterprise, public sector procurement, the Commonwealth 
Games and more. 

Information and minutes of previous CPG at: parliament.scot/msps/97764.aspx 

Social Enterprise Scotland has now re-established the CPG due to popular demand 
within the social enterprise community. 

The relaunched CPG has been approved by The Scottish Parliament, with the support 
of MSPs, information on The Scottish Parliament website: 
parliament.scot/msps/social-enterprise.aspx 

Tom Arthur MSP of the SNP has been elected as Convener by founder MSPs, with 
Rachael Hamilton of the Scottish Conservatives and Andy Wightman of the Scottish 
Greens as Vice Conveners. Dean Lockhart MSP and Alex-Cole Hamilton MSP have also 
given their support to the CPG as founding members. 

The new CPG builds on the success of the previous national policy forum. Open to all, 
the group will be an opportunity for social entrepreneurs to connect with MSPs and 
drive forward the development of social enterprise policy. 

The format of the meetings are a roundtable discussion, with plenty of time for 
questions and debate. Future meetings will have guest speakers and specific themes. 
Meetings are open to anyone with an interest in social enterprise. 

SES provides secretariat support and development for the CPG. Questions about any 
aspect of the CPG to Duncan Thorp: 0131 243 2650 / 
duncan.thorp@socialenterprise.scot 

 

 

             
 

http://www.parliament.scot/msps/97764.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/msps/social-enterprise.aspx
mailto:duncan.thorp@socialenterprise.scot

