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Cross Party Group on Health Inequalities 

1.00 pm to 2.15 pm, Thursday 14th May 2020 

This meeting will be held online using the platform ZOOM – VHS will send sign-in 

details by email to registered participants in advance of the meeting. 

(If you have not yet registered, email alison.crofts@vhscotland.org.uk before 5pm 

Wednesday 13th May to ensure you receive joining instructions) 

The meeting will be chaired by Anas Sarwar MSP, Co-Convenor 

TOPIC: The current and future impact of COVID-19 on health inequalities 

Agenda 

1. Welcome and apologies

VHS will ensure any apologies received are recorded in the minutes. The registration

procedure for the meeting ensures there is a correct record of attendees.

2. Minutes of last meeting

To approve the draft minutes of the business meeting held on 21 January 2020

(circulated).

3. Matters Arising

a. Men’s health inequalities. To receive a note of the follow up discussion on

men’s health, held with Bob Doris MSP on 11th March (circulated). To note in

particular that it was agreed that the CPG could usefully hold an event on men’s

health later in the year, so that the issues, evidence and potential solutions could

be explored in more depth, and that VHS would lead on organising this.

4. Proposed new members

To consider the following applications to join the CPG:

• Edinburgh Health and Social Care Partnership

• Positive Steps
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5. Topic for discussion: the current and future impact of COVID-19 on health

inequalities

To note that the originally planned topic for today’s meeting ‘Drugs, Deprivation,

Discrimination and Disease’ has been postponed, in order to focus on the health

inequalities impact of the pandemic, including the longer term consequences of the

measures taken to control the spread of the virus.

Today’s speaker: Diane Stockton, Acting Director of Place and Wellbeing, Public Health

Scotland (10 minutes)

Questions and discussion, starting with brief inputs (2 minutes) from:

• Sarah Hill and Kavari Qureshi, Global Health Policy Unit, University of Edinburgh

• Alison Keir, Policy Officer – Scotland, Royal College of Occupational Therapists

• TBC: David Donaldson, Social Justice Advocate and Gypsy Traveller

6. Any other business

To consider any other relevant business.

7. Date and topic of next meeting


