Cross-Party Group on Cred it Un ions
Minutes of the meeting held at 6pm on Wednesday 3rd June.2015 in
Committee Room 4, The Scottish Parliament
Present
John Wilson MSP (Convener), Anne McTaggart MSP (Deputy Convener) , Frank McKillop
(Secretary), Jim Hume MSP, Hanzala Malik MSP, John Mason MSP, Robert Auld (Glasgow CU),
Trisha Butler (Drumchapel Community CU), Steven Cunningham (Alexander Sloan), Gerry
Docherty (East Kilbride CU) , Myra Dolan (Blantyre & South Lanarkshire CU), Hugh Donnelly
(CETS), Angela Hampson (ABCUL), Christine Harris (Drumchapel Community CU), Michael Hope
(Cumbernauld Central CU) , Karen Hunter (Church of Scotland), Robert Kelly (NHS CU), Carol Kirk
(Scottish Government) , Nancy MacGillivray (ACE) , Kenny MacLeod (Scotwest CU), John McClay
(West Lothian CU), Carolann McNulty (Blantyre & South Lanarkshire CU), Charles Meehan
(Dalmuir CU), George Murray (Drumchapel Community CU), Eddie Percy (Glasgow City Council),
Marlene Shiels (Capital CU) , Charles Sim (Scotwest CU) , Laura Jane Sneddon (Accountant in
Bankruptcy), Alex Spence (Capital CU) , Jim Suddon (Capital CU), Billy Thomson (West Lothian
CU), Doug Thomson (OAT Associates), Andy Wright (1 st Class CU),
Apologies
Jackie Baillie MSP , Claudia Beamish MSP , Kezia Dugdale MSP, Mary Fee MSP , Neil Findlay
MSP, Patrick Harvie MSP, Hugh Henry MSP, James Kelly MSP, Johann Lamont MSP , Jenny
Marra MSP, Mark McDonald MSP, Mary Scanlon MSP, Drew Smith MSP , Allison Barnes (Money
Advice Service), Graham Burnside (Shepherd & Wedderburn LLP), Kevin Dann (Grampian CU),
Chris Donald (PRA), Bobby Gould (CUNA Mutual), James Graham (SAOS), Rob Hall (PCS CU),
Jeremy Hewer (SFHA), John Lange (East Kilbride CU) , George Macdonald (Tay Valley CU), John
st
Mackin (The Transport CU), Roger Marsh (PRA), Carol McHarg (1 Alliance (Ayrshire) CU),
Sharon McPherson (Scotcash), Charles Munn (Church of Scotland) , Dermot O'Neill (SLCU) ,
st
James Proctor (Co-operatives UK), Ann Robertson MBE (1 Alliance (Ayrshire) CU) , Gordon
Stewart (Stirling CU), Anne Walker (Perth & Kinross CU)
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The Convener welcomed all to the meeting .
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Attendance and apologies were noted as above.
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Minutes of the meeting held on 04/03/15 were read , moved as correct by Charles Sim, seconded
by Billy Thomson, and agreed. There were no matters arising.
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Carolann McNulty and Myra Dolan (Blantyre & South Lanarkshire CU) presented on the theme:
Promoting a savings culture in schools, followed by extensive discussion . Points made included :
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Blantyre & South Lanarkshire CU are working with 69 schools, and they have over 5,000 junior
depositors saving almost £600 ,000;
Different schools require and expect different levels of support from the credit union;
The best model is a "school credit union" , run by the pupils to build a community ethos and
reinforce the sense of ownership;
Many children aren't aware of credit unions, but can identify many banks and payday lenders;
Establishing a savings habit and a savings culture is more important that the amount children
actually save;
As well as teaching saving and budgeting, a school credit union builds a whole range of life skills if,
for example, pupils are required to fill in an application form and be interviewed for credit union
jobs . This helps build skills communication and leadership skills to boost employability;
A lot of credit unions have a good experience with primary schools, but secondary schools are
much more difficult to work with ;
It's frustrating when a lot of hard work done with pupils at primary school can't be continued into
secondary, and the connection with the credit union may be broken;

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Developing links between secondaries and their feeder primaries to maintain the credit union
relationship when pupils move between the two may help;
Credit unions are relevant across the curriculum and should be embedded in a range of subjects
and lessons;
Serving junior savers is something most credit unions are passionate about and there is a clear
positive outcome of encouraging responsible saving and budgeting in the next generation, but it
mustn't be forgotten that serving junior depos itors is ultimately a loss-making business for credit
unions;
Credit unions require funding (or a planned loss) to initiate schools partnerships . The challenge is
to use the funded period to build the infrastructure which can make the project sustainable;
The key to sustainability is identifying and nurturing the staff and parents who will be the school's
"credit union champions" and 'keep it running without ongoing resource from the credit union;
To be successful, there needs to be a "credit union champion" in every school , which could be a
teacher, admin staff or a dedicated volunteer parent;
A successful school credit union can be the best marketing tool to get parents engaged with the
credit union too;
Government investment in credit union activity in schools could be an excellent example of
preventive spend as, if done on a comprehensive scale, it could make a real difference to
addressing issues of financial exclusion and over-indebtedness in futu re years;
The Convener thanked Carolann and Myra for their presentation, and all who contributed to a lively
discussion.
.
.
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AOCB:
• The next workshop in the Scottish Universities Insight Institute Financing the Future programme is
being held in Glasgow on 26/06/15.
• The Convener and Secretary gave an update on the Credit Union Working Group which is chaired
by the Business Minister Fergus Ewing MSP. It was noted that the Group had originally planned to
publish its report in October, but that publication in February 20 16 now looked more likely, with an
event at the Scottish Parliament being planned to mark the launch. Key issues being considered by
the Working Group include employer partnerships, schools savings schemes and access to the
payments system.
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The Group's next event will be the annual International Credit Union Day reception on 08/10/1 5,
followed by the next business meeting on 25/11/15.
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The Convener thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting.

