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CONVENERS GROUP 

AGENDA 

5th Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 

Thursday 18th May  2017 

The Group will meet at 1.00pm in Q1.04 
 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
 

2. Discussion on the Public Petitions Process 
 

3. Request to approve Committee travel 
 

4. Committee Business in the Chamber 
 

5. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers 
 

Susan Duffy  
Clerk to the Conveners Group  

Room T3.41 
Scottish Parliament  

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5201  

Email: susan.duffy@parliament.scot 
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The following papers are attached for this meeting: 

1 Minute of previous meeting 27 April 2017  CG/S5/17/4/M 

2 Committee travel CG/S5/17/5/1 

3 Committee business in the Chamber CG/S5/17/5/2 
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Conveners Group Minutes of Proceedings 
 

  4th Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 

Thursday 27 April 2017 

Present: 

Clare Adamson    Christina McKelvie 
Bruce Crawford    Edward Mountain 
Graeme Dey     John Scott 
Johann Lamont    Sandra White 
 
Apologies were received from Jackie Baillie, Bob Doris, James Dornan, Neil Findlay, Gordon 
Lindhurst, Margaret Mitchell and Joan McAlpine. 
 
Also in attendance for Item 2: Ken Hughes, Assistant Chief Executive. 

1. Draft Minutes of 23 March Meeting 
 
The Group agreed the minutes of the 23 March meeting. 
 

2. Future Scrutiny Demands 
 
The Group had a discussion about future scrutiny demands and Committee capacity. 
 

3. Bids for Committee debates 
 
The Group approved bids for Committee debates from the Justice, Public Petitions and 
Equalities and Human Rights Committees. 
 
The Group agreed that future bids for Committee debates would be managed within the 
Committee Office and only referred to the Group where there were competing bids for the 
number of available slots. 
 

4. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers 
 
The Group agreed to publish papers CG/S5/17/3/M and CG/S5/17/4/2. 

 
 

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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FINANCE AND CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE - REQUEST FOR MEMBERS TO 
TRAVEL TO STRASBOURG  
 
Nature of request 
 
1. Approval is sought for two members of the Finance and Constitution Committee 
to travel to Strasbourg in mid-June. It is intended that the Convener and Deputy 
Convener (Bruce Crawford and Adam Tomkins) and one clerk will undertake the 
visit. 
 
2. Approval is being sought separately from the Parliamentary Bureau. 
 
Justification/benefit 
 
3. Following publication of the UK Government’s white paper on Brexit and with the 
“Great Repeal Bill” expected to be published in the coming months, the Committee 
recently agreed a work programme focussing on the constitutional ramifications of 
Brexit for Scotland. This includes a number of oral evidence sessions along with a 
fact-finding visit to Strasbourg. It is expected that the Committee will play a lead role 
in scrutinising issues relating to Brexit, including any relevant legislation and LCMs, 
intergovernmental and Interparliamentary negotiations and relations, and the impact 
on the Scottish budget of any changes to current funding arrangements. This work is 
expected to be the Committee’s main priority for a significant period of time. 
 
4. To help inform this work, the Committee considers it important to develop a 
greater understanding of the EU’s approach to the Brexit negotiations along with the 
roles and responsibilities of the various bodies that will be involved in them.  
 
5. On the advice of the European Parliament office in Edinburgh the Committee 
intends to visit Strasbourg rather than Brussels as this will provide greater 
opportunity to meet with some of the key players in the negotiations at the same 
time. The clerks are in the process of working up a programme of meetings and it is 
expected that the Members will meet with a range of elected representatives, 
parliamentary committees and senior EU officials representing the European 
institutions. 
 
6. It would not be practical for the Committee to engage with this range of bodies in 
such a short period of time other than by undertaking this fact-finding visit. 
 
7. Due to the extent of the proposed programme and the timing of return flights, it 
will be necessary for Members of the Committee to be absent from business on 
Tuesday 13 June. It is therefore expected that two Members would be absent from 
plenary business on that day. Members have been reminded to discuss the visit with 
their Business Managers. 
 
Travel and costs 
 
8. Travel to and from Strasbourg would be by air (with the outgoing flight being to 
Basel followed by onward rail travel to Strasbourg). Other options were considered 
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but were discounted for reasons of practicality and to make the most efficient use of 
Members’ time. 
 
9. For example, rail travel would involve leaving Edinburgh at 9.30am on the 
Sunday and arriving in Strasbourg at 9pm that evening at a cost of £130 per person. 
Due to the journey time, returning by rail would also mean having to stay an 
additional night in Strasbourg and missing the Committee’s meeting on the 
Wednesday along with that day’s plenary business. 
 
10. Due to the lack of direct flights from Edinburgh to Strasbourg and in order to 
maximise the time available for Members to engage in a full programme of meetings 
during the visit it will be necessary for Members to travel on the Sunday. This means 
that they will have two full days in Strasbourg in which to meet with as broad a range 
of people as possible. 
 
11. The anticipated costs for the visits are set out below. 
                 
Costs £ 
Return flights from Edinburgh to Strasbourg (to Basel outgoing) (3 
people) 

930 

Overnight Allowance for 3 nights x 3 people 1,640 
Transport to and from Edinburgh airport 120 
TOTAL 2,690 
 
Decision 
 
12. The Committee seeks Conveners Group approval for travel to Strasbourg 
and for the associated expenditure as detailed in Annexe A.  
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Annexe A 
 

Visit to Strasbourg   

Travel £  

3 economy class air fares from Edinburgh to Basel 

3 standard rail tickets from Basel to Strasbourg 

3 economy class air fares from Strasbourg to 
Edinburgh 

270 

60 

600 

 

Travel to and from Edinburgh airport 120  

Subtotal  1,050 

Expenses 

3 x overnight allowance for 3 people 1,640  

Subtotal  1,640 

Total  2,690 
 
 
 
Costs incurred in current financial year   
Total  2,690 
 
Cost Codes 
 
Committee Travel Cost 
SP414030 1,050 

 
Committee Expenses  
SP414035 1,640 

 
 
 
May 2017 
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COMMITTEE BUSINESS IN THE CHAMBER 

Background 

1. Standing Orders (Rule 5.6.1(a)) provides for 12 committee half days in each 
parliamentary year to be given over to the business of committees. 

2. Debates on SPPA Committee recommendations in relation to changes to 
Standing Orders or on standards issues are not taken from the allocation of 
committee half days, nor are debates relating to committee scrutiny of the 
Scottish Government budget under Rule 5.8. 

3. The Group has agreed that requests for committee debates will be handled 
within the Committee Office and only referred to the Group where there were 
competing bids for the number of available slots. It was also agreed that clerks 
would draft a note for each meeting detailing the debates that have already taken 
place, which debates have been agreed but are still to take place and the 
number of slots that are left. 

4. In the previous Parliamentary year (12 May 2016 to 11 May 2017), 7 half days of 
committee business took place in the Chamber. 

Committee business which has taken place 

5. No committee debates have taken place this parliamentary year. 

Scheduled committee business  

6. The committee debates set out below are scheduled to take place in the current 
parliamentary year. Should these go ahead as scheduled, 9 remaining committee 
debate half days will be available in the current parliamentary year. 

Committee Topic and Description Preferred 
timing 

Length of 
time 

requested 
Equalities and 
Human Rights 

Report on Destitution, 
Asylum and Insecure 
Immigration in Scotland  

June 150 mins 

Justice  Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service 

June 150 mins 

Public Petitions PE1319: Improving youth 
football in Scotland 

September 90 mins 

 
Susan Duffy 

Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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