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Conveners Group Minutes of Proceedings 

  4th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 

Wednesday 30 September 2020 

Present: 

Christine Grahame (Convener) Lewis Macdonald 

Clare Adamson   Ruth Maguire 

Bill Bowman    Gillian Martin 

Donald Cameron   Joan McAlpine 

Bruce Crawford   Edward Mountain 

Bob Doris    Anas Sarwar 

James Dornan    Adam Tomkins 

Bill Kidd     

Johann Lamont    

Gordon Lindhurst 

                                

Also in attendance for Item 2: Graeme Dey, Minister for Parliamentary Business and Veterans 

 

1. Draft Minutes of 4 June 2020 

 

The Group agreed the minutes of the 4 June meeting.  

 

2. Committees’ work programmes 

 

The Group discussed areas of mutual interest in relation to the work programmes for their 

committees for the remainder of the parliamentary session. The Minister for Parliamentary 

Business and Veterans responded to a range of issues, including scheduling of committee 

business in the Chamber.  

 

The Group also discussed committees’ experiences of inviting UK Ministers to provide oral 

evidence. It was noted that it was a mixed picture and, also noted that the Economy, Energy 

and Fair Work Committee had recently written to the UK and Scottish Governments on this 

issue.  It was agreed that this topic would be discussed at a future meeting of the Group.   

 

Action: Clerk to CG to collate different experiences across committees to inform discussion 

at future meeting.   

 

3. Conveners Group work programme 

 

The practice is for the First Minister to give evidence to CG twice yearly.  Given current 

circumstances with managing the Covid-19 pandemic, the Group agreed not to ask the First 

Minister to give evidence on the Programme for Government.  

 

The Committee agreed to consider its approach to legacy work at a future meeting. 
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4. Update on Committee Business 

 

Further to its discussion of this issue as part of item 2, the Group noted the current position in 

relation to Committee business in the Chamber. The Group also noted further requests.  

 

Action:  Clerk to CG to collate requests from all committees for the remaining committee 

debate slots and to draw up a schedule in discussion with the office of the Minister for 

Parliamentary Business and Veterans.  

 

5. Committee operations  

 

Clare Adamson highlighted concerns about operations of the Education and Skills Committee 

as a result of capacity issues resulting from Covid-19 regulations.  

 

Action: Clerk to CG to discuss issues with the relevant clerking team.  

 

Date of Next Meeting: 4 November 2020 

 

 

 

 

Callum Thomson 

Clerk to the Conveners Group 


