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Conveners Group Minutes of Proceedings 

  2nd Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 

Wednesday 15 April 2020 

Present: 

Ken Macintosh (Convener)  Lewis Macdonald 

Clare Adamson   Ruth Maguire 

Michelle Ballantyne   Gillian Martin 

Bill Bowman    Joan McAlpine 

Bruce Crawford   Margaret Mitchell 

Bob Doris    Edward Mountain 

James Dornan    Anas Sarwar 

Christine Grahame 

Johann Lamont    

                                

Apologies were received from: Bill Kidd 

 

1. Draft Minutes of 27 February 2020 

 

The Group agreed the minutes of the 27 February meeting.  

 

2. COVID 19 Scrutiny 

 

The Group considered the role of committees in response to COVID-19.  

 

Temporary COVID-19 Committee and options for current Committee scrutiny 

The Group agreed with a proposal to be considered by the Bureau that a temporary COVID-

19 Committee be established to scrutinise the operation of powers under the Coronavirus 

(Scotland) Act and the Coronavirus Act and any other legislation in relation to the response 

to COVID 19 as well as secondary legislation arising from the Coronavirus (Scotland) Actand 

any other legislation which may be required to deal with the response.    

 

The Group agreed that that the remit should be tightly drawn, focusing on any legislation as 
outlined above to avoid, as much as possible, any overlap with subject committees.  The 
Group’s view was that this committee should be seen as additional to existing scrutiny 
arrangements not a replacement. 
 
The Group was keen for subject committee conveners and/or reporters from subject 
committees to attend meetings of the COVID-19 committee where appropriate. 
 
The current proposal is to have a 5-member committee.  The Group thought that was likely to 
be too small.  No particular size was advocated, but the Group recognized the need for it to 
be manageable. 
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Proportionate Scrutiny 

The Group agreed that Committees should follow the following general principles in their 

approach to scrutiny:  

 

• Identify what scrutiny is time critical and what is medium to longer term;  

• Prioritise scrutiny that is time critical; and 

• The timing and level of such scrutiny should ensure Government accountability without 

unnecessarily diverting resources from the pandemic response. 

Options for committee meetings 

The Group agreed the following approach to committee meetings, taking into account 

current public health advice and practical and technical considerations: Committee business 

will be carried out remotely unless essential to meet in the Parliament; 

• As much as possible this will be on an informal and consensual basis using digital 

technology primarily (although broadcasting have set up technology to allow two of the 

Committees to meet formally in the first week back after April Recess and are working 

hard to allow more to do so in the forthcoming weeks);  

• Where formal meetings are deemed to be necessary, consideration should be given to a 

flexible approach including the number of Members participating, where possible, but 

this should not dissuade any member who wishes to participate from doing so. 

Non Covid-19 Business 

The Group will consider how Committees can develop a consistent approach to the 

prioritisation of committee business once the public response to COVID-19 is over at a 

future meeting.   

 

 

 

Susan Duffy 

Clerk to the Conveners Group 


