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AGENDA 

2nd Meeting, 2019 (Session 5) 

Thursday 21 February 2019 

The Group will meet at 1.00pm in Committee Room 2 

1. Minutes of previous meeting

2. Committee business in the Chamber

3. Commission on Parliamentary reform: recommendation on the election of
conveners

4. Meeting with the First Minister

5. Delegation Sizes

6. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers
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Scottish Parliament 
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Tel: 0131 348 5201 

Email: susan.duffy@parliament.scot 
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The following papers are attached for this meeting: 

1 Minute of previous meeting January 2019   CG/S5/19/1/M 

2 Committee business in the Chamber        CG/S5/19/2/1 

4 Recommendation on the election of conveners         CG/S5/19/2/2 

5 Meeting with the First Minister   CG/S5/19/2/3 

6 Delegation Sizes  CG/S5/19/2/4 
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Conveners Group Minutes of Proceedings 

 1st Meeting, 2019 (Session 5) 

Thursday 24 January 2018 

Present: 

Christine Grahame (Convener) 
Clare Adamson 
Bruce Crawford 
Johann Lamont 
Lewis Macdonald 
Joan McAlpine 

Ruth Maguire  
Margaret Mitchell 
Edward Mountain 
Graham Simpson 

Apologies were received from Gillian Martin, Jenny Marra, James Dornan and Gordon 
Lindhurst.   

1. Draft Minutes of 22 November 2018

The Group agreed the minutes of the 22 November meeting.

2. Committee Business in the Chamber

The Group noted the current position in relation to Committee business in the Chamber and
were made aware of a request from the Convener of the Social Security Committee for a
future debate.

3. Request to hold an external meeting

The Group approved a request from the Equalities and Human Rights Committee to hold an
external meeting in Skye.

4. Committee Engagement Unit (CEU)

The Group was updated on the work of the CEU and on the various tools for engagement it
had been trialing with Committees, by Gillian Baxendine, Head of CEU. The Group agreed
to receive a further update on this work at a future meeting.

5. Commission on Parliamentary Reform recommendations

COSLA - The Group discussed an approach on how the relationship between the Scottish
Parliament and COSLA could be clarified in the context of the Commission’s
recommendations. It was agreed that the Clerk would seek to have further discussions with
COSLA on an approach and report back to the Group. It was also agreed that COSLA could
be asked to attend a future meeting if required.

R47 –  The Group agreed that the recent trial of the Committee Announcement procedure
had been successful and welcomed the news that the trial had been extended and will be
evaluated in January 2019.
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6. Meeting with the First Minister

The Group agreed that the current format for the meeting with the First Minister needed to be
reviewed. Several suggestions were put forward and the group agreed to discuss a revised
format at a future meeting.

7. Brexit related scrutiny – meeting of sub group

The Group received an update on the latest meeting of the sub group.

8. Publication scheme

The Group agreed to publish all papers for this meeting.

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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CONVENERS GROUP 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS IN THE CHAMBER 

Background 

1. Standing Orders (Rule 5.6.1(a)) provides for 12 committee half days in each
parliamentary year to be given over to the business of committees.

2. The Group has agreed that requests for committee debates will be handled within
the Committee Office and only referred to the Group where there were competing
bids for the number of available slots. It was also agreed that clerks would draft a
note for each meeting detailing the debates that have already taken place, which
debates have been agreed but are still to take place and the number of slots that
are left.

Committee business which has taken place 

3. The following committee debates have taken place this parliamentary year.

Committee Topic and Description Date Length of 
time 

Culture, Tourism, 
Europe and 
External Relations 

Erasmus+ 15 May 140 minutes 

Standards, 
Procedures and 
Public 
Appointments 

Sexual harassment and 
inappropriate conduct  

14 June 75 minutes 

Economy, Jobs 
and Fair Work 

Bank Closures 18 September 150 minutes 

Justice 
Committee 

Remand November/December 135 minutes 

Culture, Tourism, 
Europe and 
External Relations 
Committee 

Scottish Screen Sector 23 October 90 minutes 

Economy, Jobs 
and Fair Work  

Scotland's economic 
performance 

November/December 120 minutes 

Public Petitions 
Committee 

Thyroid petition December 75 minutes 

Rural Economy 
and Connectivity 

Salmon Farming in 
Scotland 

Late November/early 
December 

120 minutes 

Scheduled committee business 
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4. The committee debates set out below are scheduled to take place in the current 
parliamentary year. Should these go ahead as scheduled, 2 remaining committee 
debate half days will be available in the current parliamentary year. 

Committee Topic and Description Preferred timing Length of 
time 

requested 
Education and 
Skills 

Music Tuition in Schools End February 150 minutes 

 
Susan Duffy 

Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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CONVENERS GROUP 
Commission on Parliamentary reform: recommendation on the election of 

conveners 

1. The Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments (SPPA) Committee has
considered a number of the recommendations made by the Commission on
Parliamentary Reform (CPR), including the recommendation relating to elected
Conveners:

R1: Parliament should put in place procedures for the election of conveners 
from the start of the next session. 

2. Linked to the recommendation on electing Conveners is a second
recommendation which stated that “whether conveners are then remunerated and/or
receive additional resources for this role should be based on an objective
assessment of their workloads and the expectations of their roles”. The SPPA
Committee considered the recommendation on elected Conveners and agreed to
consult the Conveners Group on the workload of Conveners before returning to the
recommendation later this year.

3. Members of the Conveners Group are invited to complete the attached
questionnaire and return it to the SPPA clerks to provide more information on the
role of Conveners and the workload involved in convening a Committee to inform the
SPPA Committee’s consideration of the CPR’s recommendation on elected
Conveners.

SPPA Committee Clerks 
February 2019 



Which Committee do you convene? 

Have you convened any other committees this session? 

Have you convened any other committees in previous sessions? 

How often does your Committee meet and how much of your time do 
Committee meetings take up? 

What other activities do you undertake on behalf of the Committee (e.g. 
clearing papers, media work, committee visits, meeting stakeholders, public 
engagement, speaking engagements etc) 

On average, how many hours do you devote to Committee work per week? 

Please return this questionnaire to the SPPA clerks (room CG.07 or 
SPPA.Committee@parliament.scot ) 

mailto:SPPACommittee@parliament.scot
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CONVENERS GROUP 

Format of the Meeting with the First Minister 

1. The Group has previously agreed to hold two evidence sessions with the First
Minister (FM) on the Government’s Programme for Business every
Parliamentary year. The next of these meetings is due to take place on
Wednesday 8 May in Committee Room 2.

Background 
2. The Group had an initial discussion at its previous meeting about whether

changes needed to be made to the format.  The Convener of the Rural
Environment and Connectivity Committee proposed a more thematic approach
with more sustained lines of questioning.  This could involve specific policy
areas being explored and not all conveners would be expected to attend. As
these sessions typically last 90 minutes, if each convener has the opportunity
to ask more questions, fewer conveners will be able to ask questions.

3. The Group agreed to discuss this further at its next meeting.

Suggested Approach 
4. If the Group was minded to adopt a more thematic approach to these sessions,

potential themes could be agreed on an annual basis or on a meeting by
meeting basis, if the Group wished to ensure that areas to be explored were
topical.

5. If the Group was content that not all conveners should take part, then it could
agree in advance who was expected to take part based on the themes chosen.
If there was concern that certain Conveners could be underrepresented over
the course of the year, increasing the frequency of meetings to 3 a year could
be explored, with themes selected to cover all Committee remits over the
Parliamentary year.

6. All Conveners could be entitled to attend the session even if they were not one
of the Conveners which were selected to ask a question. This could perhaps
allow for short supplementaries where issues relevant to the remit of those
Conveners not scheduled to take part were raised in the course of questioning.

7. The FM has previously indicated that she would be willing to consider different
approaches.

8. The Group could keep its approach to these meetings under review and would
be invited to consider an evaluation of its approach at a future meeting.

9. The Group is invited to consider the above and agree an approach to its
next meeting with the First Minister.

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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1 

CONVENERS GROUP 

Committee Travel – Delegation sizes 

1. The Conveners Group is regularly asked to consider and approve requests from
Committees to travel abroad.

2. At previous meetings, there has been discussion on the size and make - up of
the delegations and it was agreed that clerks would provide information on the
numbers of MSPs and supporting staff who have travelled abroad on Committee
business. For comparison, figures from the last 2 years of Session 4 and the first
two years of Session 5 are provided.

3. The Group is invited to note these figures and discuss whether it wishes to do
anything further, such as issuing guidance to committees regarding parameters
for future travel bids.

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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2 

CONVENERS GROUP 

Committee Delegation Sizes 

Last 2 years of Session 4 

Committee Country visited Number of 
MSPs 

Number of 
Staff 

Local Government and 
Regeneration 

Germany, Sweden 
and Denmark 

3 2 

Public Petition Brussels 7 (Whole 
Committee) 

2 

Economy, Energy and 
Tourism 

Lisbon 1 (EU 
Reporter) 

0 

Economy, Energy and 
Tourism 

Dublin 1 (EU reporter) 0 

Finance Committee Dublin 3 1 

Finance Committee Stockholm 3 1 

European and External 
Relations 

Strasbourg 4 1 

Finance Committee Basque Country 2 1 

Health and Sport 
Committee 

Spain/Belgium 2 1 

Economy, Energy & 
Tourism 

Saudi Arabia 3 1 

Infrastructure & Capital 
Investment 

Rotterdam & 
Gothenberg 

2 1 

Session 5 

Committee Country visited Number of 
MSPs 

Number of 
Staff 

Finance and Constitution Strasbourg 2 2 
ECCLR Brussels 11 4 
Education and Skills Sweden/Finland 6 2 
Finance and Constitution Brussels 8 2 

PAPLS Isle of Man 2 1 

EJFW Dublin 3 2 
Justice Norway 8 2 
Equalities and Human 
Rights 

Strasbourg 4 3 
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3 

Culture, Tourism and 
External Affairs 

Brussels 9 (Whole 
Committee) 

3 

Local Government and 
Communities 

Finland 6 2 
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