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CONVENERS GROUP 

AGENDA 

10th Meeting, 2018 (Session 5) 

Thursday 22 November 2018 

The Group will meet at 1.00pm in Q1.04 

1. Minutes of previous meeting

2. Committee business in the Chamber

3. Brexit related scrutiny  - meeting of sub group

4. Committee Capacity

5. Acting Conveners - response from the SPPA Committee

6. Publication scheme – consideration of any exempt papers

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 

Room T3.41 
Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5201 

Email: susan.duffy@parliament.scot 
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Conveners Group Minutes of Proceedings 

 8th Meeting, 2018 (Session 5) 

Wednesday 3 October 2018 

Present: 

Christine Grahame (Convener) Ruth Maguire 
Clare Adamson Gillian Martin 
Bruce Crawford Joan McAlpine 
Bob Doris Margaret Mitchell 
James Dornan  Graham Simpson 
Bill Kidd 
Gordon Lindhurst 
Lewis Macdonald 

Apologies were received from Johann Lamont and Edward Mountain. 

1. Draft Minutes of 20 September Meeting

The Group agreed the minutes of the 20 September meeting.

2. Brexit update

The Presiding Officer briefed the Group about discussions held at a strategic planning
meeting of the Parliamentary Bureau on timetabling and capacity for Brexit-related scrutiny.
Various options in relation to the timetabling of parliamentary and committee business to
manage Brexit-related SIs and the expected increase of SSIs were being considered.

Following discussion, the Group agreed that liaison with the Bureau on committee business
be facilitated by a smaller group of conveners whose committees were most likely to be
impacted by Brexit related work.

3. Publication scheme

The Group agreed to publish all papers for this meeting.

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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CONVENERS GROUP 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS IN THE CHAMBER 

Background 

1. Standing Orders (Rule 5.6.1(a)) provides for 12 committee half days in each
parliamentary year to be given over to the business of committees.

2. The Group has agreed that requests for committee debates will be handled within
the Committee Office and only referred to the Group where there were competing
bids for the number of available slots. It was also agreed that clerks would draft a
note for each meeting detailing the debates that have already taken place, which
debates have been agreed but are still to take place and the number of slots that
are left.

Committee business which has taken place 

3. The following committee debates have taken place this parliamentary year.

Committee Topic and Description Date Length of 
time 

Culture, Tourism, 
Europe and 
External Relations 

Erasmus+ 15 May 140 minutes 

Standards, 
Procedures and 
Public 
Appointments 

Sexual harassment and 
inappropriate conduct  

14 June 75 minutes 

Economy, Jobs 
and Fair Work 

Bank Closures 18 September 150 minutes 

Justice 
Committee 

Remand November/December 135 minutes 

Culture, Tourism, 
Europe and 
External Relations 
Committee 

Scottish Screen Sector 23 October 90 minutes 

Scheduled committee business 

4. The committee debates set out below are scheduled to take place in the current
parliamentary year. Should these go ahead as scheduled, 4 remaining committee
debate half days will be available in the current parliamentary year.
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Committee Topic and Description Preferred timing Length of 
time 

requested 
Economy, Jobs 
and Fair Work  

Scotland's economic 
performance 

November/December 120 minutes 

Rural Economy 
and Connectivity 

Salmon Farming in 
Scotland 

Late November/early 
December 

120 minutes 

Public Petitions 
Committee 

Thyroid petition December 75 minutes 

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Conveners Group 
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CONVENERS GROUP 

Brexit-related scrutiny – meeting of sub-group 

1. At its meeting on 3 October 2018, the Group agreed that a sub-group 
comprising conveners of committees with the greatest Brexit-related workload 
would meet with the Presiding Officer, as chair of the Parliamentary Bureau. 
The first of these meetings took place on 14 November.

2. Each Convener provided an update on the committee’s anticipated workload, 
including current work on SI notifications and anticipated SSIs.

3. The sub-group noted that work would also be required on common frameworks 
and the timing of this would be dependent on whether there was a deal or not.

4. The Presiding Officer reminded conveners of the option of meeting at the same 
time as the chamber as well as flexibility around chamber sittings if any 
committee needed more time to meet.  He also stressed that the Bureau would 
try not to schedule business in the chamber related to a committee which was 
meeting at the same time as the chamber.  To enable the Bureau to do this, 
sufficient notice of the committee’s intention would be needed.

5. At this point most committees are accommodating their workloads into 
existing sitting patterns (with a number starting earlier) but are aware of the 
options available.

6. Blanket permission has already been given to the Environment Committee to 
meet at the same time as the chamber to allow the committee to continue 
meeting into the afternoon. This will allow the committee to consider Brexit-
related legislation alongside scrutiny of the Climate Change Bill.

Susan Duffy 
Clerk to the Committee 
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CONVENERS GROUP 

Parliamentary Time: Thursday Committees 

Purpose 

1. This note seeks to highlight the issue of the parliamentary time available to
Committees which meet on a Thursday.  The note is based on the experience
of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee (CTEEA) and
is intended to provide a means of facilitating discussion on the time constraints
that Committees meeting on a Thursday experience.

Background 

2. Currently there are a number of Committees which meet on Thursday morning
or lunchtime.  These are

• Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs
• Equalities and Human Rights
• Public Petitions
• Social Security
• Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments
• Justice Sub-Committee on Policing (lunchtime)

3. Committees meeting on a Thursday morning are required to have completed
business before General Question Time starts in the Chamber at 11.40am.
Across Committees as a whole, a considerable number of Members who attend
Committees on a Thursday also are Members of Committees that meet on
either a Tuesday or Wednesday.  This is also the case for the CTEEA
Committee where Members of the Committee also sit on Committees that meet
on either a Tuesday or a Wednesday.  Accordingly, holding CTEEA Committee
meetings on an alternative ‘sitting’ day is not an option.

4. The experience of the CTEEA Committee during the current session has been
that the requirement to have completed business by 11.40am places significant
constraints upon the evidence sessions which the Committee can schedule.
Similarly, the time available to questions witnesses, particularly in terms of
Members being able to ask supplementary questions, also tends to be limited.

5. For a CTEEA Committee meeting with two evidence sessions there are
considerable time pressures in enabling all Members to questions witnesses
adequately.  Moreover, the time available for the Committee to discuss the
evidence it has taken also tends to be significantly circumscribed.  The time
pressure to complete business is further compounded by the diverse remit of
the Committee and the impact of Brexit upon the Committee’s workload.

Conclusion 

The Group is invited to consider: 
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• The experience of Conveners with regard to Committees that meet on a
Thursday morning and the time available for scrutiny

• The options that may be available to provide greater time for Committees that
meet on Thursday mornings to undertake scrutiny

Joan McAlpine 
Convener 

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 



The Scottish Parliament 

Parlamaid na h-Alba 

Bill Kidd MSP 
Convener, Standards, Procedures and 
Public Appointments Committee 

By email: SPPAC0mmittee@parliament.sc0t 

Guidance for Conveners and Acting Conveners 

Q(o September 2018 

The Conveners Group has agreed an updated version of the Guidance for 
Conveners. This version includes a section on Acting Conveners and a rewritten 
section on information gathering to reflect the wide range of engagement activities 
that Committees now undertake. 

The Guidance on Committees also needs to reflect these rev1s1ons and some 
references in this Guidance also need to be updated. I will arrange for an updated 
version to be sent to you for consideration by the Committee. 

When the Conveners Group discussed the changes regarding acting conveners, we 
noted that acting conveners can be appointed when a member is on an extended 
period of maternity, paternity, parental or adoption leave. We are aware this is the 
basis on which the Bureau originally asked the Committee to propose changes. 

The Group discussed whether the rules for acting conveners should be revised so 
that they could also apply in any other circumstances where a Convener is likely to 
absent for an extended period of time, for example due to longer-term caring 
responsibilities and illness. The Group agreed to write fo you, asking the Committee 
to consider .this further. 

Yours sincerely 

<-.--· 

Christine Grahame MSP 

Chair, Convener's Group 

-
-·· 



Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 

Room CG.07 
EDINBURGH 

EH99 1SP 

Tel (Clerk): 0131 348 5239 
e-mail: sppacommittee@parliament.scot

 15 November 2018 

Dear Christine 

Thank you for your recent letter, on behalf of the Conveners Group, inviting the SPPA 
Committee to consider whether the scope of the current rules on Acting Conveners 
should be extended. The Committee discussed this letter at its meeting on 8 November 
2018. 

As you know, the Acting Conveners procedure allows Members who become parents 
to retain their position as convener while taking a period of leave. It also respects the 
Parliament’s decision in relation to the party affiliation of the convener. 

The Committee had some sympathy with the principle of extending this procedure to 
cover situations where a convener was experiencing ill health or had caring 
responsibilities. It is important that parliamentary procedures are flexible enough to 
take account of Members’ personal circumstances. 

The Committee noted, however, that the original rules on Acting Conveners were 
designed for a specific purpose of reflecting the concept of statutory parental leave 
rights in the parliamentary rules. Extending the scope of the rules would go beyond 
this specific purpose. There might be challenges in framing the new rules, including 
how to define illness and caring responsibilities.  

In addition, it is normally possible to anticipate how long a period of parental leave is 
likely to last and specify this in the motion to appoint an Acting Convener. There might 
be less certainty in the case of illness or caring responsibilties. 

The Committee also noted that if the Acting Convener was invoked too regularly there 
could be a risk of undermining the position of the Deputy Convener who has a 
particular role specified in Standing Orders. 



Finally, there are existing parliamentary mechanisms available to deal with the 
absence of a Convener for an extended period. As mentioned above, the Deputy 
Convener can undertake the role. A committee substitute can attend in place of the 
Convener, thereby maintaining party balance on the committee. Alternatively, political 
parties can decide to swap their representatives on committees. 

The Committee took all of these points into account and, on balance, was not 
persuaded that there was a case for making changes to the rules on Acting Conveners 
at this time. 

Thank you for writing to the Committee and for drawing this issue to our attention. 

Yours sincerely 

Bill Kidd MSP 
Convener 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
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