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Local Government and Communities Committee 
 

Strategic Housing Investment Plans 
 

Response from Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 
Dear Sir 
 
CONSIDERATION OF STRATEGIC HOUSING INVESTMENT PLANS 
 
Thank you for your letter of 31 May 2017 seeking information at the request of The 
Scottish Parliament’s Local Government and Communities Committee. Given the 
subject matter, the Chief Executive has requested I provide a response.  
 
I have set out a detailed reply to each question below: 
 
Question: How you decide on the number of specific house types, house sizes and 
tenures that will be delivered in your area? 
 
Response: The 11 October 2016 meeting of the Council’s Housing Sub-Committee 
agreed to establish a Strategic Housing Forum and Development Forum.  I have 
enclosed a copy of this report for your information.  The Development Forum 
considers the most appropriate way to meet local housing needs to be developed 
through the Council’s Strategic Housing Investment Plan (SHIP).  For example, 
responses to demand information generated by our Common Housing Register, the 
requirement for particular property sizes to accommodate homeless people, the 
range of property types suitable for our aging population and the specific 
requirements of individual households whose housing needs can’t be met from the 
existing stock. I have also enclosed a Minute of our most recent meeting that 
illustrates the wide range of issues under discussion. 
 
Question: How you monitor and evaluate whether the SHIP and, the projects finally 
delivered, meets the requirements and needs of the local area and also contribute to 
the Scottish Government’s target of 50,000 affordable homes by 2021? 
 
Response: The Council’s SHIP is regularly updated through reports to the 
appropriate Council Committee.  This provides Elected Members with the opportunity 
to scrutinise the Plan and pose questions about the delivery of key strategic projects.  
Registered Social Landlords attend these meetings so that detailed responses can 
be provided when required.  I have enclosed a copy of the report presented to the 6 
March 2017 meeting of the Housing Sub-Committee and the subsequent Minute for 
your information.  In addition, the Council meets regularly with officials from the 
Scottish Government’s More Homes Division to ensure the Affordable Housing 
Investment Programme is making good progress.  This is supplemented with regular 
meetings with individual Registered Social Landlords at local level to discuss specific 
issues. 
 
I hope these responses provide the assurance that Dumfries & Galloway Council 
considers the SHIP to be a ‘live’ document that is subject to ongoing review. 



 
 

This helps ensure Dumfries & Galloway makes an effective contribution to the 
Scottish Government’s target of 50,000 new affordable homes by 2021. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
  
 
Jim O’Neill 
Housing Manager 
Encs 


































