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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PEO01861

Name of petitioner

Oliver Smith

Petition title

Use teacher assessed grades to award national qualifications in 2021

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to use teacher
assessed grades rather than exam like assessments in awarding national qualifications
in 2021.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| have contacted several MSPs including the Cabinet Secretary for Education and
Skills. To date, no response has been received from the Cabinet Secretary.

Petition background information

Many children are feeling overwhelmed due to the disruption of Covid-19 and the
prospect of exam-like assessments. In England, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man,
the authorities have adopted "teacher assessed grades" in order to make it fair for all
children. | believe that Scotland should too.

4,091 children and young people started treatment at Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services (CAMHS) in Scotland between October and December 2020. This is an
increase of 59 (1.5%) patients from the previous quarter, and an increase of 207 (5.3%)
patients from the same quarter the previous year.

Nearly three quarters (73.1%) of children and young people were seen within 18 weeks,
compared to 60.6% for the previous quarter and 66.4% for the quarter ending
December 2019. The Scottish Government standard states that 90% of children and
young people should start treatment within 18 weeks of referral to CAMHS.

The statistics are contained in Public Health Scotland's latest waiting times report,
which shows that 1,560 youngsters had waited 52 weeks or more for a CAHMS
appointment.

In total 11,166 children and young people were waiting to be seen by the service by the
end of last year.
During a meeting of the Education and Skills Committee, Ross Greer MSP highlighted




concerns ot some teachers that both teachers and puplls will tface an “Intense” period of
exam-like assessments on their return to school.

| believe that the prospect of exam-like assessments is increasing the levels of mental
health issues in children which, if it continues, more children in Scotland will be
affected. | believe that "teacher assessed grades” is the best alternative due to the fact
that students cannot be de-graded due to various scenarios such as bereavement etc.
Teachers can judge students based on classwork, homework and their performance
which children won't be at an unfair advantage due to this not being their own fault.

This will also put a stop to full content papers, despite the fact children have had a lack
of time to revise due to the disruption and on a whole it would be much beneficial
towards them.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/TeacherJudgement

Related information for petition

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19133323.covid-19-education-teachers-students-
face-intense-period-assessments/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-56154313
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-56257753
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-51720404
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-isle-of-man-56315945
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-55664489
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-56007077

https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/ni-qualifications-body-will-
support-teachers-assessing-grades-40163695.htmi

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

24 /103 /2021

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do you agree that "teacher assessed grades” should be used in Scotland?

Do you agree that "teacher assessed grades" will allow the voices of silenced mental
health pupils to be heard and make it fair to all children who have been disadvantaged
by COVID-197?







