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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01748

Name of petitioner

Isobel Kelly on behalf of Gartcosh Tenants & Residents Association

Petition title

Provide protection for small communities in Scottish planning policy

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to provide specific
provision within the National Planning Framework 3 (NPF 3) and the Scottish Planning
Policy for small communities which:

* Provides for a pre-development community asset and infrastructure audit when an
area is identified as being able to accommodate large-scale, urban growth and;

*» Protects areas considered by its community to be high value scenic assets and at risk
of the coalescence of communities.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

Raised issues with council representatives and local MSP.

Petition background information

We are calling for a change in legislation to ensure that small communities are provided
for in planning policy.

Small communities are being expanded with little evidence of consideration to the
provision of assets and amenities within the original community or their geographical
character. Housing and industrial developments are given planning permission and the
focus on any new, and not necessarily enough, community assets are placed within the
new development, to the exclusion of the original community. Many small communities
start from a disadvantaged position, often overlooked in terms of asset and
infrastructure. There is often no asset building equity ability within these communities.
When new development starts, and asset and infrastructure are placed within that new
development, land banking has already occurred making it difficult for small
communities to build asset in the original settlement. The triggers on volume agreed
with planning and developers on asset and infrastructure don’'t meet the community’s
needs. There are long periods of insufficient capacity in asset and infrastructure to




service old and new residents.

Ensuring provision for small communities in NPF 3 could offer protection for small
communities so that the scenic views and natural surroundings contributing to a
community’s character are considered when decisions are made regarding new
developments, including the cumulative impact of developments. It could also ensure
that small communities, even once expanded, remain distinct and do not merge into
others. In other words, prevent coalescence of communities with a mechanism for small
communities to halt development if masterplanning is not creating a sustainable
community.

The complexity of planning policy has meant that while communities have the right to
contribute, they do not necessarily have the capacity to process all the necessary
information. When the impact of developments eventually become clear, communities
are told that their chance to participate has passed. This is not about being against any
new development but a lack of engagement and a disregard for community perspective
and ideas which is unacceptable. A community should have an impartial adviser before
and when a local plan is out for consultation.

This petition highlights good practice in forming policy that could help protect small
communities from being overtaken by development. A pre-development community
asset and infrastructure audit associated with place shaping would ensure the original
settlement/community is not under resourced in asset/infrastructure, and identify if
there is land or asset building equity within that community and address deficits before
development. The audit would therefore highlight deficits and should result in provision
in any local plan before a call for development sites — not capital expenditure but
agreed provision and land identification to address deficits.

It can only be made possible if promoted by policy. Our hope is that this petition will
shed light on the issues and will provide protection for small communities in planning
and national framework policies in the future.

Unique web address

https://www_parliament.scot/Gettinginvolved/Petitions/assetsplanninganddevelopment

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

16 /09 /2019

Comments to stimulate online discussion
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small communities in urban and rural communities when large scale development is
considered.

Many small communities start from a disadvantaged position often overlooked in terms
of asset and infrastructure. There is often no asset building equity ability within these
communities.

When new development starts asset and infrastructure are placed within new
development and land banking has already occurred making it difficult for small
communities to build asset in the original settlement.




