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PUBLIC PETITION NO. PEO01707

Name of petitioner

Kathleen Orr

Petition title

Public Access Defibrillators

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to introduce a
requirement for all new build or newly renovated or re-purposed buildings with a

floorspace of over 7500m2 to have a public access defibrillator (PAD) fitted to the
exterior of the building, for public use, and for the PADs to be officially registered.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| have raised this with Stuart McMillan MSP, who led a Member's Business Debate on
this issue in April 2018.

| have met with officials from the Minister for Public Health's team.

| have been fundraising in my local area and working with the local newspaper to raise
awareness.

Petition background information

Over the past five years there has been an increase in the number of reported cardiac
arrests out of hospital. One of these included my son, Jayden, who was 10. He suffered
a cardiac arrest while ice skating and tragically passed away a short time later. There
was a defibrillator at the ice rink, but it was not ready to be used and no one had been
trained on how to use it.

PADs have an excellent safety record and low upkeep costs, and give a significant life-
saving advantage in an emergency situation. | have been going into schools and
showing kids how to do basic CPR and also how to use a PAD in an emergency. While
conducting this work, | have realised that placing PADs in schools is great and showing
the kids how to use them is vital. However, it has become clear to me that PADs are
needed not just in schools but in a wide variety of different settings, especially in areas
with significant footfall, across Scotland. | would like to see this addressed by the
Scottish Government, rather than relying on the public to raise funds and awareness.

It is time to treat cardiac arrests the same way we treat fires, and put in place measures




which can save lives In @ comprehensive "blanket” manner across the country. | would
like to see legislation brought forward which makes it mandatory for all "large footprint"
buildings, which likely have a high number of workers and visitors in the vicinity, to be

equipped with a PAD in case of emergency. Building owners, factors or tenants would

be responsible for the upkeep of PADs by agreement.

There is also an issue with PADs not being registered with the Scottish Ambulance
Service. If a PAD is not registered, the 999 call handler is unable to direct a caller to the
nearest available PAD, which could be just around the corner. | have been
campaigning with my local newspaper and Stuart McMillan MSP to raise awareness of
the importance of registering a PAD.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/PE01707

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

31/10/2018

Comments to stimulate online discussion

What do you think would be the potential advantages or disadvantages of having PADs
fitted to all buildings with a "large footprint"?

How important do you think it is for PADs to be registered?
Do you have any other suggestions on this issue?




