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Cross Party Group on Tourism 

Note of meeting 

30 November 2016 

             

MSPs 

 Bruce Crawford – Convener 

 Stuart McMillan 

 Alexander Burnett 

 Gordon MacDonald 

 Mike Russell 

            

Mike Russell MSP, Minister for Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in Europe was the guest presenter 

at the meeting of the Cross Party Group on Tourism. The Minister was invited to set out the Scottish 

Government’s position, with a focus on tourism. 

The Minister began the meeting by setting out the Scottish Government’s negotiating position 

The options open were explained as: 

 Undifferentiated positon from the rest of the UK 

 Differentiated options for Scotland 

 Indyref2 

The Minister explained that paper setting out the Scottish Government’s approach will be published 

in the next few weeks, with the Scottish Government pressing for differentiated options. 

The tourism sector issues were set out: 

 Free movement of labour 

 Access (visas) 

 Reputation /sentiment (of visitors and workers) 

The Minister went on to explain the importance of reputation, citing a recent article in the Times of 

India focusing on student recruitment and setting out reasons why Indians should not studying in the 

UK. 

The need for clarity from the UK Government on its approach and plan was raised and the Minister 

and described how it could be possible for Scotland to have a separate arrangement with the EU. 

The examples of Northern Ireland and Gibraltar were given, each requiring a different approach. 

The session then opening up for questions to the Minister. 
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There was a focus on the need for language skills and the sense that language teaching is short of 

what is required in decline and that this was a problem for the industry, with reduced access to EU 

workers. 

The Minister described the Barcelona System of teaching two languages to students as a good 

approach. 

Clearly at this time it is not known what restrictions may or may not be in place at the end of 

negotiations. 

A question was asked about possible timescales for the introduction of any change in entry rules by 

EU nationals. Again, until negotiations are complete this won’t be known. There was a hope, from 

the group member, that if there were to be changes then a transition period would be in place. 

Picking up on the importance of reputation, the need to differentiate Scotland in promotion was 

raised, making clear the Scotland vote and steps being taken to have a separate solution in place. 

Returning to the theme of language, the need to communicate and promote Scotland to 

international visitors in their own language was discussed and the need to ensure greater awareness 

of what to see and do. 

The availability of microsites promoting Scotland in a variety of European languages was explained, 

as were fam trip, work with in-country consumer and travel media and the travel trade. 

Costs of leaving were raises. Issues around the cost of leaving the EU were set out by the Minister, 

with a recent Fraser of Allanader report setting out a figure of £60 billion as the amount the UK will 

owe to the EU post-Brexit. 

Options other than a hard-Brexit were discussed. These included Scotland becoming a sub-sate in 

the European Free Trade Association; Scotland remaining visa-free and allowing labour access; both 

of which could be achieved if migration policy was devolved to the Scottish Parliament. 

Concerns were expressed over the numbers of students coming to Scotland to study, with 

apparently one college language course 60% of current students from outside the UK. 

The need for quick progress in the negotiations was described. International interest is high, with a 

view expressed that the vacuum of detail is proving difficult and very unhelpful. 

There was a feeling from some members of the group that there was too much focus on Brexit in the 

media to the exclusion of other business and activity, including tourism. 

The agenda item on Brexit came to a close and the Group Convener thanked the Minister for taking 

part in the meeting and updating group members. 

The Convener then updated the Group that the next meeting was fixed for the evening of 1 

February, with a presentation on business rates and the valuation of tourism subjects. 

A short discussion on possible future subjects took place. The following were raised as possible 

topics: 
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 City Deals 

 Connectivity 

 Digital solutions / emerging technology. 

 Rural issues 

The meeting was brought to a close and the Convener thanked all for attending. 
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